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is  one  of  only  two  graded  MS-68  by  PCGS.  The  Lafayette  Dollar  is 
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*  *  *  *  A 


NEWS  FLASH 


A  A  A  A  A 


Act  Now  ! ! ! 

The  Larry  Shepherd  Collection  of  Silver  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins,  which  is 
the  tinest-known  set  of  certified  U.S.  silver  commemoratives  ever  assembled,  is 
to  be  sold  at  public  auction  on  Sunday,  August  11,  1991.  This  auction  offers  a 
unique  opportunity  for  commem  enthusiasts  to  acquire  for  their  collections  coins 
rarely  offered  for  sale,  coins  of  dazzling  beauty,  some  of  which  will  no  doubt 
disappear  into  private  collections  not  to  be  seen  again  for  another  generation 
or  more!  The  particulars  regarding  this  auction  are  set  forth  below. 

As  if  the  " COMMEM  SALE  OF  A  LIFETIME”  were  not  sufficient  reason  in  itself 
for  this  special  announcement,  we  have  a  second  reason:  SUPERIOR  GALLERIES  HAS 
OFFERED  TO  EACH  MEMBER  OF  OUR  SOCIETY  A  FREE  COPY  OF  THE  AUCTION  CATALOG!  [That 
ought  to  be  worth  a  couple  of  years'  membership  dues  in  the  Society.]  The  offer 
is  limited  to  available  supplies,  of  course,  so  it's  first  come,  first  served! 

There  are  only  a  few  hundred  catalogs  still  available,  so  you  are  advised  to  act 
at  once. 

TO  OBTAIN  A  FREE  COPY:  Contact  Superior  Galleries,  9478  West  Olympic  Blvd., 
Beverly  Hills,  CA  90212-4299.  Telephone:  (213)  203-9855;  Outside  California, 
call  Toll  Free  (800)  421-0754;  Fax  (213)  203-0496.  BE  PREPARED  TO  GIVE  YOUR 
NAME,  MAILING  ADDRESS,  AND  YOUR  SOCIETY  MEMBERSHIP  NUMBER! 

U)T  VIEWING:  At  Superior  Galleries  through  August  6th  —  By  appointment 
only.  At  the  Embassy  Suites  Hotel  in  Rosemont,  IL,  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  on 
Friday  and  Saturday  (August  9th  &  10th),  and  Sunday,  August  11th,  beginning  at 
8:30  a.m.  AUCTION  STARTS :  9:00  a.m.,  Sunday,  August  11th. 

Larry  Shepherd  told  the  Trail  staff  that  the  Embassy  Suites  Hotel  has  re¬ 
served  a  block  of  rooms  at  a  special  rate.  Two-room  suites  (normally  $155  per 
night)  are  available  for  only  $79!  These  rooms  have  two  double  beds  and  a  fold- 
out  cot.  Included  in  this  special  rate  are  a  free  breakfast  and  free  cocktails 
at  "happy  hour."  TO  RESERVE  A  ROOM:  Contact  the  Embassy  Suites  Hotel  at 
(708)  699-6300  (Switchboard),  ask  for  the  RESERVATIONS  number,  then  SPECIFY  that 
you  are  "WITH  THE  SUPERIOR  COIN  AUCTION  GROUP"  and  that  you  want  a  suite  from 
the  specially-reserved  block  of  rooms.  If  you  need  any  assistance  regarding 
travel  or  lodging  arrangements,  if  you  need  help  in  securing  the  services  of  an 
auction  agent  to  represent  you,  or  if  you  have  ANY  questions  regarding  the  coins 
offered  for  sale,  CONTACT  LARRY  SHEPHERD  at  8  Locust  Hill  Road,  Cincinnati,  OH 
45245,  or  CALL  (513)  831-0900  (days)  or  (513)  753-4345  (evenings). 

The  Trail  staff  asked  David  Hall  of  PCGS  his  opinion  of  the  Larry  Shepherd 
Collection.  Before  answering,  Mr.  Hall  paused  for  a  moment  and  then  remarked, 

”1  have  been  involved  with  commemorative  coins  for  20  years;  this  is  an  AWESOME, 
AWESOME  ...  FABULOUS  SET  OF  COINS!"  As  he  spoke,  he  paused  between  words,  and 
even  over  the  telephone  one  could  almost  see  the  thoughtful,  faraway  look  come 
into  his  eyes  and  could  almost  feel  the  gentle  shaking  of  his  head.  When  asked 
about  the  Shepherd  pedigree,  he  said,  "We  make  it  a  special  point  to  recognize 
significant  collections."  Larry  Goldberg  was  equally  impressed.  He  said  simply, 
"In  ray  39  years  at  Superior  Stamp  &  Coin  (starting  at  age  ten),  I  have  seen  a 
lot  of  commems:  THIS  IS  ABSOLUTELY  THE  MOST  AMAZING  SET  OF  U.S.  SILVER  COMMEMO¬ 
RATIVE  COINS  I  HAVE  EVER  SEEN  OR  WILL  EVER  SEE!"  For  additional  information 
about  the  Larry  Shepherd  collection,  please  see  Table  of  Contents. 
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A  A  A  A  A 


EDITORIAL  COMMENT 


A  A  A  A  A 


by  Michael  K.  Garofalo  (LM-23,  NH) 

Still  on  the  Right  Trail 

Welcome  to  this  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail.  I  have  very  mixed  emo¬ 
tions  about  this  editorial.  You  see,  this  is  MY  LAST  EDITORIAL.  After  three 
years  of  editing,  writing  and  researching  for  this  newsletter,  I  have  decided 
NOT  to  run  for  the  position  of  Newsletter  Editor  again.  It  has  burned  me  out! 

I  am  also  curtailing  the  writing  that  I  do  for  the  three  additional  publications 
for  which  I  write.  I  have  enjoyed  your  letters,  articles,  comments,  criticisms 
and  your  friendship.  HOWEVER,  I  am  NOT,  in  any  way,  relinquishing  my  commitment 
to  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins.  I  look  forward  to  another  chal¬ 
lenge. 

As  I  seem  to  follow  in  Ray  Mercer's  footsteps,  I  am  continuing  to  do  so. 
Since  Ray  has  decided  to  step  down  as  President,  and  no  other  candidate  has  come 
forward  to  lead  our  Society  in  the  1990 's,  I  shall  consider  it  an  honor  and  a 
privilege  to  do  so!  With  the  recession  that  is  ravaging  our  country  and  all  of 
the  domestic  and  international  problems  that  we  face,  the  Society  is  a  haven 
from  our  frantic  world.  It  is  a  place  where  collectors,  investors  and  dealers 
all  can  contribute  to  and  share  in  the  knowledge  and  joys  of  these  wonderful 
coins.  There  are  many  tough  decisions  that  need  to  be  made  about  the  direction 
that  our  Society  should  take.  I,  personally,  feel  that  the  Founding  Fathers  of 
our  Society  laid  the  perfect  foundation  for  us  nearly  a  decade  ago.  We  must  con 
tinue  their  fine  work.  With  your  support  and  confidence,  we  will  accomplish 
those  goals. 

I  would  be  remiss  if  I  didn't  tell  you  that  Barbara  and  I  went  through  a 
lot  of  soul-searching  to  arrive  at  my  decision  to  leave  the  Editor's  post. 

Simply  put,  if  Randall  Jack  Moore  had  not  arrived  on  the  scene,  I  would  probably 
not  have  even  considered  it.  Jack  has  dedicated  many,  many  hours  to  making  this 
"newsletter”  into  a  respected  journal.  I  felt  that  I  had  worked  long  and  hard 
to  move  our  publication  toward  a  lofty  goal.  I  felt  that  we  accomplished  a 
level  of  achievement  that  would  be  hard  to  better.  Jack  succeeded  in  that  quest 
Our  "journal"  (it  really  is  too  good  and  too  lengthy  to  be  rightfully  called  a 
"newsletter"  any  longer)  is  in  extremely  competent  hands.  I  wouldn't  leave  it 
in  any  other  way! 

In  closing,  I  want  to  ask  you  to  give  Jack  Moore  the  same  dedication,  help 
and  support  that  you  showed  to  me  over  the  last  three  years.  I  also  ask  for 
your  support  as  I  assume  the  duties  of  the  Presidency  of  our  Society.  With  your 
help  we  can  truly  accomplish  great  things! 

[Mike:  I  hope  you  will  forgive  me  for  anticipating  the  fact  that  the  name 

of  our  "newsletter"  is  planned  for  an  upgrade  to  "journal"  status.  As  you  will 
note,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  re-typeset  the  cover  of  this  issue  to  indicate 
that  fact.  I  cannot  think  of  a  more  fitting  tribute  to  you  and  to  your  efforts 
on  behalf  of  our  Society  than  to  make  this  issue,  your  last  as  editor,  the  first 
to  fly  our  new  banner  as  the  Journal  of  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 
You  can  well  be  proud  of  the  countless  hours  you  put  into  this  effort.  I  can 
only  join  our  members  in  saying  thank  you  for  a  job  "Well  Done!"  RJM] 

. . .  And  now  the  Trail  begins  . . . 
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*  » *  *  *  * 


NAME  THAT  COMMEM! 


*  *  *  *  * 


Above  is  shown  the  Bay  Bridge  commemorative  half  dollar.  Outlined  on  the 
coin  is  the  rectangular  area  depicted  in  the  extreme  close-up  photo  we  left  you 
to  ponder  in  the  previous  issue  of  the  Trail  (Spring  Issue,  1991,  Vol.  7,  No.  1, 
page  75).  By  the  way,  our  good  friend,  Homer,  whom  we  discussed  in  the  previous 
issue  of  the  Trail,  successfully  identified  this  coin  by  studying  the  pictures 
in  his  new  Redbook.  We  hope  each  of  you  did  as  well. 

(Photo  courtesy  of  Bill  Fivaz) 

For  our  new  members?  Scattered  through  the  pages  of  the  Trail,  you  will  be 
seeing  photos  from  Bill  Fivaz's  slide  series,  "Name  That  Commem."  The  photos 
come  in  sets  of  two,  with  the  first  being  an  XCU  (extreme  close-up)  photograph 
of  some  portion  of  a  U.S.  commemorative  coin  (or  medal)  and  the  second  showing 
the  entire  piece  with  the  XCU  area  outlined  on  it  (as  shown  above).  The  object 
is  for  the  viewer  to  look  first  at  the  XCU  and  to  determine  from  what  coin  it 
is  taken.  Bill  notes,  "It's  fun,  and  it  makes  people  realize  that  maybe  they 
don't  look  at  their  coins  quite  as  closely  as  they  think  they  do!"  We  hope  you 
enjoy  Bill's  delightful  series  as  much  as  we  do! 

Once  again,  we  are  happy  to  be  able  to  include  in  this  issue  of  the  Trail 
new  and  interesting  material,  some  of  which  has  been  previously  unpublished. 

As  our  friend,  Homer,  would  say,  it's  "neat  stuff."  In  the  last  issue  of  the 
Trail,  we  mentioned  our  intentions  of  focusing  this  issue  on  the  Texas  half  dol¬ 
lar  and  on  the  Bay  Bridge  and  Pan-Pac  commems  from  "earthquake  country. "  This 
we  have  done.  However,  we  have  had  to  "trim  our  sails"  a  bit  because  of  the 
announcement  of  the  forthcoming  sale  of  the  Shepherd  Collection  of  U.S.  commems. 
Because  this  sale  represents  for  our  members  the  opportunity  of  a  lifetime  and 
because  of  the  compounding  factors  of  short  lead-time  and  limited  space,  we  can't 
publish  everything  we  had  hoped  to  include.  Still  you'll  find  rich  and  fertile 
ground  to  plow  in  this  issue.  We  hope  that,  as  you  plow  your  way,  you'll  give 
some  thought  to  planting  a  few  seeds  for  "future  harvests." 
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*  *  *  *  *  THE  PRESIDENTIAL  DEPARTMENT  *  *  *  *  * 
by  Ray  Mercer  (R-20,  CT) 


Thanks!  It  Was  Fun! 


Every  now  and  then  you  run  across  a  project  that  was  not  only  fun  but 
served  a  good  purpose  as  well.  Unlike  hanging  out  in  bars  with  rich  kids  or 
playing  golf  with  a  bunch  of  politicians,  I  suspect  the  time  I  have  spent  on 
our  Society  has  accomplished  some  good. 

Too  often  we  forget  that  it  takes  real  people  to  get  our  Society's  work 
done.  There  are  times  when  the  newsletter  is  late,  you  don't  get  your  member¬ 
ship  card,  a  check  falls  through  the  cracks,  your  address  is  incorrect,  we  for¬ 
get  to  tell  everybody  how  wonderful  you  are,  and/or  the  Society  appears  dis¬ 
organized  in  general.  Yes,  there  is  ALWAYS  room  for  improvement. 

So,  what  are  YOU  going  to  do  about  it??? 

If  you  see  an  area  where  the  Society  could  be  doing  a  better  job,  why  not 
offer  to  help  out?  Let's  face  it,  when  we  need  help,  we  can't  pick  up  the  tele¬ 
phone  and  call  the  Legion  of  Doom,  or  911.  We  need  YOU  to  react. 

In  closing,  I  would  like  to  thank  all  of  you  for  allowing  me  to  be  your 
president.  Although  I'm  really  not  a  club  person  {I  hate  organized  events, 
which  is  probably  why  I  love  coin  shows),  I've  had  a  great  time  over  these  last 
two  years.  As  far  as  my  work  as  Society  president  goes,  I'm  sure  I  will  not  be 
remembered  as  the  best.  However,  I  hope  I  am  always  recognized  as  a  friend  of 
our  club.  ...  See  you  around! 


*  *  * 

VIDEOTAPES  OF  SHEPHERD  COLLECTION  NOW  AVAILABLE 


Society  member  David  Lisot  (R-0336,  CA)  is  our  hobby's  pioneer  into  state- 
of-the-art  video  applications  pertaining  to  numismatics.  Some  of  our  Society 
members  may  have  seen  David  in  his  appearances  on  Financial  News  Network  (FNN) 
television  with  his,  "Coin  &  Bullion  Report,"  and  others  may  have  seen  him  with 
his  television  camera  and  crew  at  various  coin  shows  (such  as  Long  Beach,  FUN, 
NSDR,  and  ANA  Conventions).  His  film  crew  from  Media  Resource  Corporation,  of 
which  David  is  president,  has  recorded  for  posterity  numismatic  events  such  as 
the  "Numismatic  Theatre"  presentations  sponsored  by  the  ANA,  two  of  our  Society's 
presentations  (Bob  Van  Ryzin  —  on  the  Oregon  Trail;  and  Ray  Mercer  --on  the 
minting  characteristics  of  the  various  California-related  commems),  and  others. 

Of  immediate  interest  here  is  that  David  has  taped  a  40-minute  video  of  the  50 
type  coins  from  the  Larry  Shepherd  Collection  (in  color,  with  voice-over  and  a 
music  background,  in  VHS  format).  These  tapes  are  available  for  $29.95  plus 
$4.00  handling  &  shipping.  For  each  tape  purchased  by  a  Society  member,  David 
Lisot  has  pledged  a  $5.00  contribution  to  our  Society!  Order  The  Larry  Shepherd 
U.S.  Silver  Commemorative  Coin  Collection  video  from  ADVISION,  Inc.,  3100  Arrow- 
wood  Lane,  Boulder,  CO,  80303  —  Please  INCLUDE  YOUR  SUSCC  MEMBERSHIP  NUMBER! 
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THE  VICE  PRESIDENT'S  OFFICE  * 


by  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-7,  CA) 


TOP  PRIORITY 


This  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail  was  being  compiled  at  the  same  time 
as  our  last  edition  was  being  delivered  to  your  mailbox.  Your  officers  have 
made  every  effort  to  give  you  the  "best  bargain  in  numismatics"  —  i.e.,  not 
only  our  newsletter  (which  will  hereafter  be  referred  to  as  our  "journal")  but 
the  finest  in  educational  programs  held  in  conjunction  with  our  meetings  during 
the  club  year.  In  our  preparations  we  found  that  there  was  much  we  wanted  to 
offer  you  in  the  way  of  valuable  information,  important  notices,  and  interesting 
features.  Unfortunately,  we  are  always  limited  by  space  and  expense,  but  we 
strive  to  do  the  best  we  can  within  those  restrictions. 

Although  as  vice  president  I  feel  that  I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  you,  for 
the  good  of . our  organization,  to  recruit  new  members,  I  have  decided  to  concen¬ 
trate  this  "department"  on  only  two  priority  matters.  The  first  relates  to 


1991-1992  CLUB  OFFICERS ! 


The  following  individuals  will  be  guiding  our  Society  during  the  coming 
year:  President-Michael  K.  Garofalo;  Vice  President-Helen  L.  Carmody;  Secretary- 
Jane  E.  Benson;  Treasurer-Barbara  L.  Garofalo;  Journal  Editor-Randall  Jack  Moore; 
Program  Chairperson-Anthony  Swiatek;  Publicity  Chairperson-Roy  T.  Iwata;  Young 
Numismatist  Representative-Neil  C.  Watson;  and  a  newly-designated  officer.  Com¬ 
munications  Chairperson:  Leslie  D.  Watson,  Neil's  father,  who  has  generously 
offered  his  time  and  efforts  to  handle  all  requests  for  back  issues  of  the  Trail 
and  audio  cassettes  and  videotapes  of  programs  presented  during  our  meetings. 

Perhaps  at  this  moment  you  are  saying  to  yourself,  "Wait,  don't  we  live  in 
a  democracy  here?  When  did  I  cast  my  vote  for  any  of  these  people?  Was  my  bal¬ 
lot  lost  in  the  mail?"  The  answers  to  these  questions  are  as  follows:  "Yes," 
"You  didn't,  nor  did  you  send  in  any  nominations,"  and  "No."  You  see,  your  offi¬ 
cers  are  faced  with  what  appears  to  be  the  fact  that  you  are  perfectly  content 
with  the  way  our  Society  is  operating  and  that  you  do  not  have  the  time  yourself 
to  become  involved.  Therefore,  we  have  (at  least  temporarily  until  there  is  a 
mutiny  among  the  members!)  placed  into  office  those  individuals  who  have  volun¬ 
teered  to  work  on  behalf  of  our  club  —  those  who  wished  to  retain  their  posi¬ 
tions  or  any  other  members  who  desired  to  become  an  integral  part  of  our  opera¬ 
tion. 

I  doubt  whether  an  introduction  is  necessary  for  any  of  the  persons  noted 
above  with  the  possible  exception  of  Jane  E.  Benson,  who  joined  the  Society  in 
May  of  1990.  She  was  living  in  California  and  enjoyed  attending  the  coin  shows 
and  auctions  available  to  her  in  that  state.  Unfortunately  for  the  "Golden 
State,  Jane  moved  to  Virginia.  She  has  a  sincere  interest  in  and  love  for 
commemorative  coinage  and  offered  her  expertise  and  experience  in  the  computer 
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field  to  help  our  club.  We're  very  fortunate  to  have  someone  of  Jane's  caliber 
who  has  the  time  and  the  desire  to  devote  to  the  Society.  We  are  very  grateful 
for  her  willingness  to  work  with  us. 

The  officers  will  be  formally  introduced  (if  present)  at  the  Society's  an¬ 
nual  meeting  at  the  ANA  Centennial  Convention  on  August  17th  at  9  a.m.,  Room  2, 
Rosemont/O'Hare  Exposition  Center.  Any  members  who  have  objections  to  the  "auto¬ 
matic"  installation  of  officers  should  express  their  views  in  writing  prior  to 
that  time  or  during  the  meeting.  Frankly,  it  seems  only  logical  to  pursue  this 
course  of  action,  as  there  is  only  one  candidate  for  each  position  despite  my 
request  for  nominations  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Trail.  The  added  expense 
incurred  to  send  out  what  would  be  literally  meaningless  ballots  would  be  costly, 
and  that  money  would  be  better  used  for  publication  costs  in  connection  with  our 
journal. 

In  the  future,  for  a  prompt  reply  to  your  correspondence,  please  address 
all  mail  to  P.0.  Box  302,  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648;  it  will  then  be  forwarded 
to  the  appropriate  officer  —  the  only  exceptions  being  material  intended  for 
publication  in  the  journal,  which  material  should  be  sent  to  Randall  Jack  Moore 
at  the  address  shown  on  the  inside,  front  cover  of  this  issue  of  the  Trail . 


The  second  matter  is  that  we  are  again  holding  a 


SOCIETY  AUCTION ! 


In  order  to  raise  much-needed  money  for  our  treasury  and  have  fun  in  the 
process,  we  are  going  to  hold  another  auction.  In  the  past  the  Society  has  held 
mail-bid  auctions  for  this  very  worthwhile  purpose.  This  time,  in  addition  to 
accepting  mail  bids,  we  will  also  take  bids  directly  from  the  floor  at  our  Soci¬ 
ety  meeting  to  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  ANA  Centennial  Convention  in 
Rosemont,  Illinois.  The  Society  meeting  will  begin  at  9:00  a.m.,  Saturday,  on 
August  17th,  in  Conference  Center,  Room  2. 

Two  lots  have  been  donated  to  our  Society  by  benefactor  Yitzchak  Gedalowitz 
(R-0467,MD),  and  the  ENTIRE  proceeds  will  go  to  our  club! 

LOT  #1:  The  Booker  T.  Washington  envelope  pictured  below  was  distributed 
by  the  Bebee  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.  (when  the  company  was  located  in  Chicago)  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  1947  Mardi  Gras  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana  (please  note,  no 
coin  is  included).  This  would  be  a  very  nice  addition  to  any  documentation  col¬ 
lection  or  to  any  BTW  memorabilia  collection.  ESTIMATED  VALUE:  $25. 


(continued) 
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LOT  #2 1  ESTIMATED  VALUE  $200-*-. 
including  the  following: 


Consists  of  Stone  Mountain  documentation 


a)  A  card  acknowledging  that  the  statue  was  designed  by  Mr. 
Lukeman  of  New  York  and  another  card  of  Mr.  Hollins  Nicholas  Randolph 
or  the  Memorial  Association  (with  accompanying  tissue);  and 


Augustus 

President 


b'  The  announcement  of  the  unveiling  on  Stone  Mountain  of  the  statue 
of  general  Robert  E.  Lee  and  his  horse,  "Traveler,"  by  the  Stone  Mountain  Memo¬ 
rial  Association  (the  crossed  flags  are  embossed,  and  their  colors  of  red,  white, 
and  blue  add  a  dramatic  effect  and  harmonize  with  the  red-white-and-blue  cord 
rastener,  adding  a  truly  artful  touch  to  the  black,  script  lettering);  and 

c)  The  inside  page  of  the  above  announcement  with  a  tribute  to  the 
character  of  General  Lee  from  an  address  delivered  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Harvey  Hill 

of  Georgia  before  the  Southern  Historical  Society  at  Atlanta  on  February  18 
1874;  and  ' 


d)  The  actual  invitation  issued  by  The  Old  Guard  of  the  Gate  City 
Guard  of  Atlanta,  which  also  has  black  script  lettering.  The  emblem  of  the  Old 
Guard  is  beautifully  reproduced  in  red,  white,  blue,  and  gold;  and 

e)  The  original  envelope  with  stamp  addressed  to  Mr.  W.  W.  Howes  of 
Wolsey,  South  Dakota,  which  is  postmarked  March  28,  1928,  7:30  p.m.,  Atlanta, 
Georgia.  ^  Note  that  the  original  address,  "Wolsey,"  has  been  crossed  out  in  pen¬ 
cil^  and  "Huron"  substituted.  The  envelope  was  forwarded  from  the  post  office 

in  Wolsey,  as  indicated  by  a  second  postmark. 

BIDDING  INSTRUCTIONS :  If  you  wish  to  bid  on  either  of  these  two  lots  and 
are  not  going  to  attend  our  Society  meeting  in  Rosemont,  Illinois,  simply  mail 
your  highest  bid  on  either  item  IMMEDIATELY  (including  your  membership  number) 
to  Helen  L.  Carmody,  P.0.  Box  302,  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648.  On  the  outside 
of  the  envelope,  please  write  "MAIL  BID."  All  mail  bids,  which  must  be  received 
no  later  than  August  9th,  will  be  opened  at  our  ANA  Centennial  Convention  meet¬ 
ing  on  Saturday,  August  17th.  In  the  past  we  have  had  "one-shot"  mail  bids,  but 
in  this  instance  we  will  also  accept  bids  from  the  floor. 

In  the  case  of  a  tie  between  two  or  more  mail  bids,  and  in  the  absence  of 
any  higher  floor  bid,  the  earliest  postmark  will  be  awarded  the  item.  Because 
this  material  is  so  special  and  in  order  to  raise  as  much  money  for  our  Society 
as  possible,  we  want  every  member  to  have  an  opportunity  to  make  a  bid  for  these 
two  lots. 

Not  only  should  this  generate  the  most  interest  we  have  ever  had  in  a  Soci¬ 
ety  auction,  we  want  to  attract  as  many  members  as  possible  to  our  annual  meeting, 
so  we've  pulled  out  all  the  stops. 

Please  DO  NOT  SEND  ANY  CHECKS  WITH  YOUR  BIDS.  You  will  be  notified  if  you 
ai_e  the  winner  of  either  item.  Now  it  is  up  to  you  to  see  that  our  treasury  de¬ 
rives  the  greatest  benefits  possible.  GOOD  LUCK! 

On  behalf  of  all  our  members,  I  wish  to  express  our  deepest  gratitude  to 
"Yitzy”  for  helping  our  nonprofit  organization  to  increase  its  funds  for  educa¬ 
tional  purposes.  A  BIG  round  of  applause,  please! 

( continued) 
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The  statue  of  General  Lee  to  be  unveiled 
on  April  9  is  from  the  design  of  the 

DISTINGUISHED  SCULPTOR, 

Mr.  Augustus  Lukeman,  of  New  York. 


4, 


Shown  here  are  two  of  the  items  described  above  as  Lot  #2-a.  These  two 
items  (with  accompanying  tissue)  combine  to  make  this  lot  a  very  rare  acquisi¬ 
tion. 


Mr.  Jlor.J.I  N  -S  NlCIIOI.AS  KASDOI.ru 


( continued ) 
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April  9.1865 


April  9,192s 


The  Stone  Mountain  Memorial  Association 

TAKES  PLEASURE  IN  ANNOUNCING  THAT 

General  Robert  II.  Lee  and'  Traveler" 

WILL  BE  UNVEILED  ON  STONE  MOUNTAIN 

on  April  o.  1928.  the  sixty- third  anniversary  of  Appomattox, 
and  requests  the  honor  of  your  presence  on  that  occasion 
The  Old  Guard  or  the  Gate  City  Guard  of  Atlanta 
will  act  as  Military  Host  and  Guard  of  Honor 


R  .S  .V.  P. 


Two  O'CLOCK  P.  M 


This  is  the  item  described  above  as  Lot  #2-b.  The  insert  is  shown  on  the 
following  page.  Unfortunately,  reproduction  does  not  do  justice  to  the  pictured 
announcement  of  the  unveiling  on  Stone  Mountain.  Note  that  General  Lee's  horse 
is  correctly  referred  to  above  as  "Traveler. " 

(continued) 
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T  X  THEN  the  future  historian  shall  come  to  survey 
V  Y  the  character  of  Lee,  he  will  find  it  rising  like 
a  huge  mountain  above  the  undulating  plain  of  humanity, 
and  he  must  lift  his  eyes  high  toward  Heaven  to  catch  its 
summit.  He  possessed  every  virtue  of  other  great  com¬ 
manders  without  their  vices.  He  was  a  foe  without  hate; 
a  friend  without  treachery;  a  soldier  without  cruelty;  a 
victor  without  oppression,  and  a  victim  without  mur¬ 
muring.  He  was  a  public  officer  without  vices;  a  private 
citizen  without  a  wrong;  a  neighbor  without  reproach; 
a  Christian  without  hypocrisy,  and  a  man  without 
guile.  He  was  Ceasar,  without  his  ambition;  Frederick, 
without  his  tyranny;  Napoleon,  without  his  selfishness, 
and  Washington,  without  his  reward.  He  was  obedient 
to  authority  as  a  servant,  and  royal  in  authority  as  a 
true  king.  He  was  gentle  as  a  woman  in  life;  modest 
and  pure  as  a  virgin  in  thought;  watchful  as  a  Roman 
vestal  in  duty;  submissive  to  law  as  Socrates;  and 
grand  in  battle  as  Achilles! 

From  address  delivered  by  Benjamin  Harvey 
Hill,  of  Georgia,  before  the  Sou  t  her  n  Historical 
Society  at  Atlanta,  February  18,  1874. 


Here  is  depicted  the  inside  page  from  the  announcement  of  the  unveiling  of 
the  Stone  Mountain  Memorial,  described  above  as  Lot  #2 -c. 

This  tribute  to  General  Robert  E.  Lee,  on  first  reading,  seems  to  be  of  the 
sort  of  political  "hype"  we  have  become  accustomed  to  hearing  in  our  "modem" 
era.  Perhaps  there  is  a  bit  of  overstatement  here,  but,  on  second  glance,  the 
thoughtful  reader  will  reflect  upon  the  fact  General  Lee  was  truly  a  remarkable 
human  being.  Lee,  a  graduate  of  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  a  Virginian 
who  was  opposed  to  slavery  and  who  was  a  ranking  officer  in  the  United  States 
Army,  was  offered  by  President  Lincoln  the  command  of  the  Union  Armies.  One  can 
only  imagine  the  heart-wrenching  pain  he  must  have  suffered  in  trying  to  decide 
where  his  ultimate  loyalties  should  rest.  As  we  know,  his  decision  was  that  he 
could  not  wage  war  on  his  neighbors,  on  his  own  kith  and  kin,  even  though  he  be¬ 
lieved  them  to  be  in  the  wrong.  Lee,  whose  grandfather  was  a  general  during  the 
American  Revolution,  had  been  raised  with  a  strong  sense  of  Duty,  Loyalty,  and 
Honor. 

Lee's  views  did  not  make  him  immediately  popular  with  the  prevailing  powers 
of  the  Confederacy,  and  the  War  Between  the  States  was  already  a  Lost  Cause  when 
he  was  offered  and  accepted  command  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  He  knew 
it  was  lost,  and  that  fact  is  perhaps  a  towering  tribute  in  itself,  for  he  did 
not  then  avoid  what  he  saw  as  his  Duty! 
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Here  is  depicted  the  item  described  above  as  Lot  #2-d.  Note  the  flag  on 
the  right  is  one  of  the  earliest  Confederate  flags;  also  note  that  General  Lee's 
horse,  "Traveler,"  is  here  affectionately  referred  to  as  "Old  Traveler.”  The 
the  original  envelope  (Lot  #2-e)  is  shown  on  the  following  page. 
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NAME  THAT  COMMEM! 


*  *  A  *  A 


Above  is  shown  an  XCU  photograph  taken  from  a  U.S.  commemorative  silver 
dollar.  Can  you  identify  this  coin? 

(Photo  courtesy  of  Bill  Fivaz) 

*****  THE  SECRETARY'S  CORNER  ***** 
by  Mitchell  A.  Yee  (R-1061,  CA) 

Distribution  by  State  of  Society  Members 

Society  member,  Rick  Wilcox  (R-1325,  TX),  who  asked  about  our  membership 
distribution,  will  be  pleased  to  discover  that  Texas  is  near  the  top  (4th  among 
the  various  states)  in  a  ranking-by- state  of  our  Society  membership  numbers: 

State  Percentage  of  Total  Members 

California  .  27%  (over  300  members) 

New  York .  8%  (over  100  members) 

Florida  .  6%  (over  50  members) 

Texas  .  5%  (over  50  members) 

Illinois  .  5% 

Pennsylvania  .  4% 

Massachusetts  .  4% 

New  Jersey .  4% 

Other  States  (each)  .  3%  or  less 

The  distribution- by- state  of  our  approximately  1,200  members  (for  1991  -- 
including  only  those  whose  dues  are  current)  is  displayed  on  the  accompanying 
computer- gene rated  graphics,  which  are  self-explanatory.  The  reader  will  note 
that,  predictably,  much  of  our  membership  support  is  proportional  to  population. 
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MEMBERS  1  I  1-10  I  1  11-20  PflTTO  21-30  \  \  31-50  I  I  OVER  50 
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1991  SUSCC  Membership 
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1991  SUSCC  Membership 


Hew  Members 


Even  though  there  has  been  a  much  shorter  interval  than  usual  between  the 
last  issue  of  the  Trail  and  this  one,  we  are  happy  to  report  that  our  Society 

continues  to  grow.  We  are  pleased  to  welcome  the  following  individuals  who  have 
joined  our  membership: 

Albright,  Jr.,  Walter  R. . Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 


Bonbrake,  Jered  L . Enrolled  as  a  result  of  Coinage  pub licity /Carmody s 

Borckhardt,  Mark  R . Proposed  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

DeCaro,  Tony . Proposed  by  Sterling  M.  Gambino 

DiPaul,  Henry  L . Proposed  by  Ed  Mulhausen 

Engel,  Brian  R . Proposed  by  David  Snider 

Fogg,  Clark  W . Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

Gomes,  Justin  . Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

Kent,  Steven  T . Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

Leiker,  Kean  K . Enrolled  as  a  result  of  Coin  World  publicity/Carraodys 

McGrath,  Michael  V . Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

Petito,  Michael  . Proposed  by  Sterling  M.  Gambino 

Sappia,  Louis  . Proposed  by  Alan  B.  Levi 

Schechter,  Scott . Proposed  by  Sterling  M.  Gambino 

Seminara,  Joseph  J . Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

Van  Ryzin,  Robert  R . Proposed  by  Bob  Wilhite 

Watchers,  H.  Milton . Proposed  by  Michael  S.  Turrini 

Williams,  Norman  W . Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

Witzer,  Israel  E . Enrolled  as  a  result  of  Coin  World  publicity/Carmodys 

Witzer,  Rebecca  B . Enrolled  as  a  result  of  Coin  World  publicity/Carmodys 


We  are  delighted  to  have  each  of  you  who  share  our  mutual  interest.  Our 
Society  has  become  stronger  as  a  result  of  your  enrollment,  and  we  hope  you'll 
become  actively  involved  in  our  endeavors.  A  very  special  thanks  to  the  members 
of  the  numismatic  press;  you  have  been  invaluable  to  our  recruiting  efforts.  To 
those  members  who  work  so  hard  to  interest  others  in  joining  our  Society  —  our 
heartfelt  gratitude.  Let  us  all  continue  to  build  our  club  for  the  benefit  of 
all. 

Donations 

We  really  enjoy  this  opportunity  to  call  your  attention  to  those  members 
whose  generous  donations  are  indispensable  to  our  continuing  efforts  to  promote 
education  with  respect  to  our  favorite  numismatic  series:  U.S.  commemorative 
coins.  Our  gratitude  is  indeed  sincere,  and  we  are  in  your  debt. 

$00.00  to  $24.99 
Friesen,  Les 

Young,  Donald  G. 

$25.00  to  $49.99 
Homing,  Charles  D. 

$50.00  to  $74.99 
Fivaz,  Bill 

$100.00  and  Above 
Carmody,  Helen  &  Don 
Gambino,  Sterling  M. 
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As  you  must  be  aware,  your  dues  payments  do  not  cover  the  costs  of  running 
the  Society.  Most  officers  are  not  even  reimbursed  for  expenses  incurred  in 
performing  their  duties;  not  only  do  they  donate  their  time,  efforts,  and  talents 
but  lend  their  financial  support  as  well.  RIGHT  NOW  would  be  ideal  to  show  them 
how  much  you  appreciate  their  sacrifices.  Just  send  a  check  made  payable  to  the 
Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins,  and  your  name  will  appear  in  the  next  issue 
of  the  Trail. 


*  *  * 


*  *  *  *  *  YOUNG  NUMISMATIST'S  REPORT  *  *  *  *  * 
by  Neil  Watson  (J-63,  CA) 


A  Rocky  Mountain  High! 


Hi  all  you  YNs  it's  me  again.  The  SUSCC  is  the  best  group  to  belong  to; 
it  has  been  very  rewarding  for  me. 

There  is  another  organization  worthy  of  a  few  words  this  month.  It  is  the 
American  Numismatic  Association.  The  ANA  is  the  parent  organization  and  one 
can  learn  about  all  areas  of  numismatics  from  its  publications.  I  know  I  will 
certainly  learn  many  new  things  this  summer,  since  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  be 
awarded  a  scholarship  to  the  ANA  Summer  Seminar  in  Colorado  Springs  for  a  week. 

I  have  chosen  the  "Super  Course"  on  commems,  gold,  and  dollars.  This  is  a  great 
opportunity  to  get  an  in-depth  study  of  commems  and  other  areas  of  numismatics. 

I  appreciate  the  knowledge  I  have  gained  by  belonging  to  the  SUSCC  for  the 
past  five  years.  I  have  what  I  believe  is  an  excellent  foundation  to  build  upon 
for  this  seminar.  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  have  two  letters  of  recommendation 
for  my  ANA  application.  One  was  from  our  own  Society  vice  president,  Helen  L. 
Carmody,  teacher,  mentor,  and  friend.  The  other  was  from  ray  long-time  employer, 
Manny  Acosta,  of  the  Huntington  Beach  Coin  Exchange.  Without  their  very  fine 
help  over  the  years,  I  would  not  be  qualified  to  attend  this  worthwhile  program. 

The  ANA  scholarship  program  is  open  to  all  YNs.  There  are  also  other 
scholarships  available  from  private  sources.  This  is  a  great  reason  to  support 
the  ANA  as  well  as  the  SUSCC.  Who  knows?  Maybe  some  of  you  will  be  able  to  go 
next  summer. 

Studiously,  Your  YN  Rep 


★  *  * 
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*  *  *  *  *  LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR(S)  *  *  *  *  * 

...  Well,  it's  time  to  open  up  the  mailbag  and  see  what  our  members  are 
telling  us.  (I  use  the  plural  of  Editor  as  Jack  contributes  twice  as  much  or 
MORE  time  than  I  do  to  making  The  Commemorative  Trail  a  great  publication. ) 
Right  off  of  the  top  of  the  pile  is  a  letter  from  the  Commonwealth  of  VIRGINIA: 

"In  the  spring  of  1990  I  started  collecting  coins.  I  chose  commemorative 
coins  for  the  variety  and  elegance  of  the  coins  I  had  seen.  I  wasn't  aware  of 
the  many  different  types  of  commemorative  coins  issued.  Nor  was  I  precisely 
sure  of  the  distinction  between  AU,  MS-65,  slabbed  or  a  cleaned  coin.  At  a 
small  coin  show  I  was  asking  questions,  trying  to  buy  any  books  on  commemora¬ 
tive  issues.  The  man  behind  the  table  told  me  to  find  the  'couple  in  green. ' 

I  was  lucky  to  meet  Don  and  Helen  Carmody  that  day. 

"Helen  listened  patiently  and  answered  my  questions,  giving  needed  advice. 
She  recommended,  'buy  the  book  before  you  buy  the  coin. '  She  suggested  several 
books,  including  the  series  by  Ray  Mercer.  Knowing  I  needed  all  the  help  I 
could  get,  I  purchased  the  books  Helen  recommended. 

"I  am  impressed  how  clearly  and  concisely  the  information  is  presented  in 
Mercer's  A  Buyer's  Guide  ...  With  this  information  I  can  go  to  any  dealer  or 
show  and  have  an  accurate  idea  of  what  to  look  for  on  a  coin.  I  know  there  is 
no  substitute  for  the  experience  of  viewing  large  numbers  of  coins.  It  is  hard 
to  find  a  large  selection  of  commemorative  coins  in  the  same  grade  in  the  same 
place  to  compare.  With  Ray's  Buyer's  Guide,  I  know  which  area  of  the  coin  to 
focus  on  —  where  to  look  for  wear,  or  which  series  is  weakly  struck,  or  so 
shiny  they  looked  'dipped. '  I  can  buy  the  coin,  not  the  grade.  I  love  looking 
at  coins,  trying  to  compare  to  a  standard. 

"While  flipping  through  previous  issues  of  the  Trail,  I  stopped  at  the  pic¬ 
tures  of  the  Antietam  commemorative.  My  first  thought  was  this  is  a  preview  of 
Volume  Three.  I  was  disappointed  it  wasn't.  In  the  latest  issue  of  the  Trail, 
the  first  Letter  to  the  Editor  asked  when  Volume  Three  would  be  issued.  Again 
I  was  disappointed.  I  was  hoping  the  answer  would  give  a  definite  forthcoming 
issue  date.  I  hope  the  Society  can  appeal  to  Mr.  Mercer  to  'please  publish 
soon. '  There  must  be  many  collectors  like  myself  who  are  looking  forward  to 
buying  Illinois  to  York  commemorative  coins. 

Thank  you,"  (Signed)  Jane  E.  Benson  (R-1869,  VA) 

*  *  * 


Editor's  Reply: 

Jane,  thank  you  for  your  letter.  I  know  I  speak  for  99.999%  of  the  Society 
members  when  I  say  that  I  agree  with  you!  We  NEED  Ray  Mercer's  knowledge.  Ray's 
ability  (gift?)  of  being  able  to  put  down  on  paper  the  mental  grading  process 
for  every  commemorative  coin  is  legendary.  If  enough  members  will  write  to  us, 
we  will  publish  these  letters  and,  perhaps,  that  will  provide  the  motivation  to 
Ray  to  continue  this  Herculean  task.  It  is  very  difficult  to  be  continually 
motivated  to  write.  But,  with  enough  demand  from  our  members,  I  hope  that  Ray 
will  be  able  to  find  enough  time  to  accomplish  this  feat. 

Jane  was,  indeed,  very  lucky  to  happen  upon  the  "couple  in  green.”  Helen 
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and  Don  Carmody  have  given  so  much  to  the  Society  that  I  can  justifiably  say 
that  without  their  tireless  efforts,  our  Society  may  have  gone  the  way  of  many 
other  good  ideas  —  never  fulfilled!  We  can  never  repay  our  debt  of  gratitude 
to  them  for  their  dedication,  desire,  and  abilities. 

Thanks  again,  Jane,  and  I  would  like  to  warmly  welcome  you  as  our  new  Soci¬ 
ety  Secretary.  It  is  through  the  efforts  of  people  like  yourself  that  we  grow 
and  prosper. 


*  *  * 


. . .  Our  next  letter  comes  from  the  Golden  State  of  CALIFORNIA,  where  member 
Jerry  Yahalora  writes: 

"Just  received  the  latest  issue  of  the  Trail  and  started  reading  it.  I 
could  not  put  it  down  until  I  finished  reading  it  all.  The  enormous  amount  of 
information  compiled  and  edited  by  you  is  a  task  that  merits  an  acknowledgment  — 
a  job  very  well  done  (a  superb  one). 

"Being  neophytes  in  the  field  of  commemorative  coins,  both  my  wife  and  I 
look  for  everything  we  can  lay  our  hands  on  that  deals  with  commemorative  coins 
and  the  peripheral  material  associated  with  them.  The  Trail  fills  a  lot  of  gaps 
in  the  available  literature  —  and  it  alone  is  worth  every  cent  spent  on  the 
dues  for  the  Society. 

"Again,  let  me  congratulate  you  on  an  outstanding  job,  and  keep  it  up,  as 
we  look  forward  to  future  issues  with  bated  breath. 

Sincerely,"  (signed)  Jerry  Yahalom,  (R-1060,  CA) 

*  *  ★ 


Editor's  Reply: 

Thank  you  for  your  kind  letter.  I  know  that  I  speak  for  Jack  Moore  when  I 
say  that  regardless  of  however  many  hours  we  spend  writing,  editing,  and  research¬ 
ing  the  information  that  gets  published,  a  letter  like  yours  makes  it  all  worth¬ 
while.  The  greatest  compliment  that  can  be  paid  to  any  writer  (or  editor)  is, 

"I  read  what  you  wrote."  Regardless  of  whether  you  agreed  with  it  or  not  (but, 
we  hope  you  do),  having  one's  work  read  does  give  the  author  a  sense  of  satis¬ 
faction  and  accomplishment.  As  I  have  said  in  the  two  prior  issues,  without 
Jack  Moore's  tireless  efforts,  this  newsletter  would  not  be  as  good  as  it  is  to¬ 
day. 


I  agree  with  you,  Jerry,  that  there  is  not  enough  good  material  written  on 
our  favorite  numismatic  subject  —  commemorative  coins.  Through  the  current 
efforts  of  people  like  Q.  David  Bowers  and  Ray  Mercer,  that  fact  is  changing. 
Thank  you  again  for  your  letter  and  please  continue  to  share  your  thoughts  and 
ideas  with  the  rest  of  the  Society.  We  need  you! 

It  it  It 


. . .  Our  next  letter  comes  from  RHODE  ISLAND,  where  member  Matthew  Vaznaian 

writes: 
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” I  have  a  suggestion  for  the  Trail .  When  you  publish  each  issue,  could  you 
please  include  a  membership  application?  I  have  a  few  friends  that  I  got  inter- 
ested  in  collecting  U.S.  commems.  I  suggested  to  them  that  they  should  join  the 
Society  for  knowledge  and  helpful  information.  They  agree,  but  I  don't  have  any 
membership  applications  to  give  them.  So,  in  your  next  issue,  I  hope  to  see  a 
a  membership  application.  Commemorative  coins  —  the  way  to  go!  Lots  of  FUN! 

Sincerely,"  (signed)  Matthew  Vaznaian,  (R-1871,  Rl) 

*  *  * 


Editor's  Reply: 

Matthew,  that  was  a  great  suggestion!  Thanks  for  writing  and  offering  that 
idea.  As  you  will  see,  we  will  incorporate  that  into  ALL  FUTURE  ISSUES.  We  are 
revising  it  as  this  issue  goes  to  press  and  in  the  meantime,  should  any  of  your 
friends  want  to  join  us,  just  have  them  send  a  check  for  our  $15.00  dues  to  the 
Society's  mailing  address  listed  on  page  2.  We  will  take  care  of  the  rest. 
Thanks  for  reading  the  Trail  and  write  to  us  again  soon. 


*  *  * 


...  The  mailbag  has  still  more  letters  inside!  The  next  one  comes  from  our 
friend  Jim  Dooley  from  CALIFORNIA,  who  writes: 

"I  enjoy  each  and  every  edition  of  the  Trail.  But,  I  must  say,  Mr.  Editor, 
you  certainly  outdid  yourself  with  the  Spring  1991  edition! 

"I  value  Ray  Mercer's  A  Buyer's  Guide  ...  reprint  installments  in  each  issue 
of  the  Trail  very  highly.  I've  recently  taken  note  of  the  prices  commanded  for 
the  out-of-print  volumes,  and  feel  very  strongly  that  the  reprints  featured  in 
the  newsletter  alone  are  worth  several  years  of  Society  membership  dues.  Since 
the  three  installments  in  Volume  Six  of  the  Trail  take  up  'all  of  six  pages  of 
its  144  pages, '  I  must  logically  conclude  that  during  1990  I  received  138  pages 
of  very  informative  and  enjoyable  reading,  as  well  as  enjoyed  three  wonderful 
Society  meetings  held  in  conjuntion  with  the  Long  Beach  Expos,  and  gained  the 
friendship  of  hundreds  of  like-minded  hobbyists,  all  for  the  price  of  absolutely 
ZERO! 


"In  the  interests  of  keeping  this  letter  from  being  nothing  more  than  'fan 
mail'  for  you  and  the  Society,  I  am  enclosing  ...  [an  article  —  listing  U.S. 
silver  commems  of  the  period  1892-1954,  ranked  by  net  mintage. ]  I  have  enjoyed 
Rick  Wilcox's  listings  in  the  Trail  and  have  put  them  to  good  use;  I  hope  that 
Mr.  Wilcox  and  the  rest  of  our  Society  members  will  see  some  value  in  my  rank¬ 
ing.  It  lists  each  commemorative  type,  total  net  mintage  of  all  varieties, 
dates,  and/or  mints  for  each  type.  (I  took  the  liberty  of  using  Mr.  Wilcox's 
topical  classifications  from  his  listing  in  the  Fall/Winter  1990  edition.)  I 
think  it's  a  'fun'  ranking.  For  example,  I  was  surprised  to  see  the  Cincinnati 
come  out  as  the  fifth  scarcest  type,  according  to  net  mintage,  even  though  it 
was  made  at  three  mints.  This  says  to  me  that,  as  a  type  coin,  the  Cincinnati 
is  very  underrated.  There  are  all  kinds  of  neat  comparisons  one  could  make. 

"In  closing,  I  would  just  like  to  express  my  appreciation  for  this  forum, 
which  allows  me  to  communicate  my  thoughts  and  ideas  to  the  membership.  I  look 
forward  to  many  years  of  association  and  hope  that  somehow  I  will  be  able  to 
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give  back  to  the  Society  in  some  way  as  much  as  I've  already  received. 
Sincerely  yours,"  (signed)  James  J.  Dooley  (R-1809,  CA) 

*  *  * 


Editor's  Reply: 

Thank  you  very  much,  Jim.  Let  this  reply  serve  as  "fan  mail"  for  you  and 
your  efforts.  We  (the  ENTIRE  Society)  appreciate  your  letter  and  the  listing 
that  you  have  compiled.  I  haven't  spoken  to  Rick  Wilcox,  but  I  am  certain  that 
he  would  appreciate  your  using  the  listings  that  he  has  compiled.  That's  the 
beauty  of  being  a  member  in  a  Society  such  as  our  own.  Everyone  freely  exchanges 
ideas  and  information,  for  the  betterment  of  all.  Our  aims  are  good  and  noble 
and  we  will  strive  to  maintain  them  always. 

I  concur  with  your  assessment  about  what  a  bargain  membership  in  our  Soci¬ 
ety  really  is.  The  friendships,  knowledge.  Information,  and  understanding  that 
one  receives  far  exceed  the  monetary  contribution.  In  order  to  preserve  it, 
all  of  our  members  must  do  as  you  are  doing;  take  an  active  role  in  helping  the 
rest  of  us  learn  from  your  knowledge  and  experience.  Thank  you  again  for  your 

letter,  your  listing,  and  your  support.  We  certainly  need  more  members  like 
YOU! 


*  *  * 


. . .  Our  final  letter  comes  from  the  Empire  State,  NEW  YORK,  where  member, 
Robert  Becker,  writes: 

"Thought  that  it  was  high  time  that  I  just  sat  down  and  wrote  to  you  what 
I  think  of  the  Society  as  well  as  the  Trail. 

"I  feel  honored  to  be  a  member  of  this  Society. 

"I  feel  educated  by  reading  our  publication,  the  Trail:  it's  tremendous. 
Although  I  have  only  met  one  member  of  the  Society,  I  would  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  him  for  his  sponsorship,  as  well  as  to  thank  him  for  the 
pleasure  of  attending  two  of  his  numismatic  courses.  But,  most  of  all,  I  would 
like  to  thank  him  for  the  pleasure  of  knowing  him.  He  is  pre-eminent  in  the 
field  of  U.S.  commemoratives.  He  is  ANTHONY  SWIATEK.  Anyone  —  who  travels  the 
road  of  numismatics  and  does  not  meet  this  man  —  is  at  a  loss. 

"Perhaps  my  brother  and  sister  members  might  be  of  some  help  in  my  search 
for  two  books: 

1)  A  Buyer's  Guide,  Volumes  1  &  2,  by  Ray  Mercer.  [Editor's  note: 
These  two  volumes  have  already  been  sent  to  Mr.  Becker. ] 

2)  A  Comprehensive  Guide  to  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins,  by  Jim  Iacovo. 

"Any  and  all  help  would  be  appreciated,  but  thanks  anyhow  just  for  trying. 
Please  keep  up  the  excellent  quality  of  your  position  as  editor.  I  eagerly 
await  my  next  issue  of  the  Trail.  "My  most  sincere  thanks  to  all. 

Respectfully,"  (signed)  Robert  B.  Becker  (R-1766,  NY) 
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Editor's  Reply: 

My  dear  Brother  Becker,  please  accept  our  sincere  thanks  for  writing  your 
very  nice  letter.  I  agree  with  you  in  your  assessment.  I  also  feel  honored  to 
be  a  member  of  our  Society.  I  also  agree  with  you  that  Anthony  Swiatek  has  done 
a  great  deal  for  the  popularity  of  the  field  of  commemoratives,  as  well  as  for 
the  Society.  All  of  us  owe  him  a  debt  of  gratitude. 

I  hope  that  you  and  our  other  members  who  are  searching  for  books  and  in¬ 
formation  are  successful  in  your  quests.  If  there  are  any  members  who  have  any 
extra  copies  of  the  out-of-print  commemorative  works  that  you  would  be  willing 
to  donate  to  the  Society,  perhaps  we  could  reprint  them  if  we  were  able  to  se¬ 
cure  permission  from  the  publisher/author.  Thank  you  again  and  please  continue 
to  let  us  know  how  you  feel.  Keep  writing! 


*  *  * 


*  *  *  *  *  NAME  THAT  COMMEM!  *  *  *  *  * 


This  is  the  Statue  of  Liberty  commemorative  silver  dollar  issued  in  1986 
to  commemorate  Ellis  Island  as  the  "Gateway  to  America."  The  Immigration  Center 
on  Ellis  Island  is  in  the  left  background.  The  ancestors  of  tens  of  millions 
of  Americans  entered  the  United  States  through  this  portal.  Although  the  center 
was  restored,  it  remains  a  target  of  continuing  vandalism. 

(Photo  courtesy  of  Bill  Fivaz) 


*  it  it 
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The  Larry  Shepherd  Collection 


of  U. S .  Silver  Commemorative  Coins 
by  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-7,  CA) 

A  week  before  the  June  Long  Beach  Expo,  my  husband,  Don,  and  I  drove  into 
Beverly  Hills  for  what  was  for  us  a  very  special  numismatic  afternoon.  Nor¬ 
mally,  prior  to  a  major  coin  convention,  we  make  every  effort  to  spend  the  pre¬ 
ceding  seven  days  or  so  preparing  for  the  show  and  avoid  doing  anything  that  in¬ 
terferes  with  the  many  projects  in  which  we  are  involved.  However,  viewing 
Larry  Shepherd's  collection  was  not  to  be  missed! 

On  August  11,  1991,  Larry's  incredible  144-piece  set  will  be  auctioned  by 
Superior  Galleries  at  the  Embassy  Suites  in  Rosemont,  Illinois.  Interesting 
statistics  regarding  the  collection  show  that  102  of  the  144  pieces  are  the 
highest-graded  by  their  respective  grading  services  (either  PCGS  or  NGC).  In 
fact,  PCGS  reholdered  all  of  its  pieces  with  the  "Shepherd"  pedigree  on  each 
insert.  A  breakdown  shows  that  14  pieces  are  MS-65,  55  pieces  are  MS-66,  60 
pieces  are  MS-67,  and  15  pieces  are  MS-68  —  meaning  that  over  one  half  of  the 
set  (75  pieces)  grades  either  MS-67  or  MS-68! 

In  the  Fall  1988  (Volume  5,  Number  1)  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail,  I 
described  The  Peter  L.  Shaffer  Collection  of  United  States  Commemorative  Half 
Dollars  as  "The  Sale  of  the  Century,"  since  all  coins  graded  MS-65  or  better. 

I  thought  my  choice  of  words  at  the  time  was  accurate,  but  in  less  than  three 
years  it  is  now  evident  that  the  forthcoming  Shepherd  sale  will  have  that  honor, 
as  it  is  the  finest  certified  collection  ever  assembled! 

Don's  and  my  feelings  while  examining  each  coin  could  be  likened  to  those 
of  the  proverbial  "kid  in  a  candy  store."  Superlatives  flowed  during  our  per¬ 
sonal  preview:  "This  piece  is  unbelievable;  that  one  is  superb;  this  one  is 
exquisite ! " 

Through  the  courtesy  of  both  Larry  Shepherd  (R-0834,  OH)  and  Larry  Goldberg 
(R-1178,  CA),  any  Society  member  may  receive  a  FREE  copy  of  the  auction  catalog 
by  writing  to  Superior  Galleries,  9478  West  Olympic  Boulevard,  Beverly  Hills, 

CA  90212-4299,  and  supplying  one's  name,  address,  and  membership  number.  Better 
yet,  since  time  is  of  the  essence,  telephone  Superior  at  (213)  203-9855  and  or¬ 
der  the  catalog  today.  Then  submit  bids  by  mail  or,  if  possible,  attend  the 
sale  in  person.  It  should  prove  a  most  memorable  experience  for  any  commemora¬ 
tive  enthusiast. 

To  summarize  some  of  the  highlights  of  Larry's  collection,  I  wanted  to  re¬ 
view  all  of  the  spectacular  pieces.  Unfortunately,  I  am  limited  by  space  re¬ 
strictions,  so  of  necessity  members  will  have  to  refer  to  the  catalog  to  learn 
of  all  the  magnificent  specimens  included  in  the  sale. 

Leading  off  will  be  dramatically  toned  examples  of  an  MS-68  Isabella  and  an 
MS-67  Lafayette.  An  MS-67  Albany,  which  Larry  felt  should  be  an  MS-68,  pos¬ 
sesses  marvelous  toning  —  particularly  on  the  reverse.  An  MS-68  Antietam  has 
impeccable  surfaces  and  some  of  the  most  outstanding  coloring  ever  seen.  The 
piece  obviously  came  from  an  original  holder,  in  which  it  shifted,  as  the  toning 
outline  is  not  as  distinct  as  it  could  be.  However,  the  obverse  of  vivid  red, 
green,  violet,  orange,  and  gold  around  the  rim  and  completely  toned  reverse  in 
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highly  lustrous  shades  of  gold,  pink,  emerald,  and  bright  maroon  are  awesome 
and  more  than  make  up  for  lack  of  tab  definition. 

The  1935  -  1939  Arkansas  PDS  Sets  (MS-65  -  MS-67)  have  marvelous  luster  and 
toning  and  are  matched.  When  one  realizes  how  many  harmonious  sets  have  been 
broken  up  by  encapsulation  and  the  selling  of  the  higher-graded  coins  as  singles, 
it  is  no  small  wonder  that  these  sets  will  be  in  great  demand. 

An  MS-67  Bay  Bridge  with  iridescent,  rainbow  toning  is  followed  by  an  MS-67 
1934  Boone  and  1935/34  -  1938  Boone  PDS  Sets  (MS-66  -  MS-68)  with  hues  of  russet, 
violet,  blue,  olive  green,  gold,  steel  gray,  red,  and  emerald  green.  Larry  said' 
of  the  Boone  coins:  "The  regular  1935-D  (MS-66)  in  the  series  is  the  toughest, 
in  my  opinion,  to  locate  in  gem  condition.  I  think  the  four  most  difficult  coins 
in  MS-67  are  the  1935/34-S,  1935-D,  1936-D,  and  1938-P.  A  really  tough  coin  to 
find  in  MS-67  is  also  the  1937-S.  Mine  is  a  proof like,  and  it  could  be  sent  to 
a  service  to  gain  the  proof like  designation." 

Larry's  MS-66  Bridgeport  has  orange,  gold,  and  green  toning  —  layered 
three-quarter  crescent  on  the  reverse  and  half  moon  on  the  obverse.  The  MS-67 
California  Jubilee  has  virtually  "booming"  luster  and  rainbow,  peripheral  toning 
on  the  obverse  and  reverse.  Following  an  MS-66,  67,  66  Cincinnati  PDS  Set  and 
MS-67  Cleveland  is  the  No.  2  Columbia  PDS  Set  (MS-66,  67,  66)  from  the  "Time 
Capsule"  of  the  Sesqui-centennial  Celebration  (see  Winter-Spring,  1987,  Volume 
3  -  Number  2,  edition  of  The  Commemorative  Trail)  and  is  complete  with  docu¬ 
mentation  including  letters,  minutes  of  meetings  authorizing  the  coins,  three 
wooden  nickels,  and  the  original  holder.  . 

A  gem  of  the  collection  is  an  MS-67  1892  Columbian  Expo;  it  is  the  only 
certified  Columbian  Expo  of  either  year  graded  MS-67  by  both  services  [It  is 
presently  in  a  PCGS  holder.]  The  plate  coins  (1892  PR-63  and  1893  MS-65  Colum¬ 
bian  Expos)  depicted  on  the  dust  jacket  of  the  Swiatek/Breen  Encyclopedia  are 
followed  by  an  MS-67  Connecticut  in  violet,  gold,  and  blue  and  MS-67  Delaware 
and  Elgin  issues. 

An  MS-67  Gettysburg  with  russet,  gold,  red,  and  violet  crescent  toning, 
superb  luster,  and  clean  shields  is  followed  by  an  MS-66  Grant.  An  MS-66  Grant 
with  Star  —  the  only  one  graded  MS-66  By  PCGS  and  the  only  one  graded  without 
the  die  break  —  has  incredible  luster  for  the  issue  and  is  steely  blue,  gray, 
and  gold. 

A  truly  lovely  MS-67  Hudson  follows  an  MS-66  Hawaiian,  the  former  with  rus¬ 
set  and  gold  peripheral  toning  on  the  obverse  and  light  splashes  of  gold  over 
extremely  lustrous,  satiny  reverse  surfaces.  There  are  an  MS-66  Huguenot,  MS-68 
Iowa,  MS-66  Lexington,  MS-67  Lincoln,  and  an  MS-67  Long  Island  from  the  original 
card  of  distribution.  The  MS-67  Lynchburg  is  also  from  an  original  card  and 
has  superb  luster  on  the  obverse  and  red,  green,  gold,  multi-colored  toning  on 
the  reverse.  The  MS-66  Missouri  (plain)  has  outstanding  luster  for  the  issue 
and  rainbow  coloring  of  iridescent  blue,  violet,  and  green.  Two  beautiful  pieces 
are  an  MS-67  New  Rochelle  and  an  MS-68  Norfolk  with  tab-mark  toning  of  violet, 
blue,  gold,  and  green. 

The  Oregon  Trails,  as  one  would  imagine,  are  superb.  An  MS-67  1926  has 
lovely  violet  and  satiny  blue  toning;  the  MS-68  1926-S  has  rainbow  toning,  and 
the  Indian  even  has  thumb  definition!  The  MS-67  1936  has  incredible  luster  un¬ 
der  outrageous  toning  of  violet,  emerald  green,  gold,  and  blue.  However,  the 
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piece  de  resistance  of  the  Oregon  specimens  are  the  1938  and  1939  PDS  Sets  — 
both  the  highest  graded  (MS-67,  68,  67)  in  existence. 

The  Pan-Pac  is  all  you  could  want  in  that  issue.  It  is  from  the  25th  set 
struck  (Lot  #813  of  the  1980  Garrett  sale)  with  totally  outstanding  luster, 
superb  strike,  and  original,  multi-colored  toning.  Of  his  Pilgrims  Larry  said 
he  has  owned  higher-graded  pieces  than  in  his  collection.  However,  he  stressed 
it  was  never  his  objective  to  get  the  highest  "numbers"  but  the  coins  he  liked. 
Two  of  these  are  his  1920  and  1921  Pilgrims.  The  are  "matched"  with  gold,  blue, 
and  violet  toning  and  satiny  luster  and  eye  appeal  "...  that  Pilgrims  just  don't 

come  with."  He  hopes  they  will  be  purchased  by  the  same  person  and  not  broken 
up. 


The  MS  66,  66,  65  Rhode  Island  PDS  Set  is  lovely,  as  is  an  extraordinary 
MS-67  Roanoke  with  rainbow,  tab-mark  toning.  The  MS-67  Robinson  is  followed  by 
outstanding,  matched  MS-67  1935-S  and  MS-66  1936-D  San  Diegos  with  blue,  gold, 
green,  and  red  peripheral  toning. 

Of  the  MS-66  Sesqui  in  red,  green,  and  gold  with  satiny  luster,  Larry  said, 

I  believe  this  is  the  rarest  commem  in  that  condition  of  the  commemorative  se¬ 
ries."  The  Spanish  Trail  and  Stone  Mountain  are  both  MS-67. 

When  I  was  examining  the  MS-68  1934  Texas,  Larry  stated,  "I  think  you  are 
holding  the  most  valuable  Texas  in  existence  in  gem  condition.  It  is  the  rarest 
Texas  in  MS-67  let  alone  in  MS-68."  The  piece  is  maroon  and  gold  with  a  wide 
band  of  red,  green,  etc.  The  reverse  has  a  light  blue  tint  to  the  center.  The 
1936  Texas  PDS  Set  (MS-68,  68,  67)  is  outstanding.  Larry  noted,  "The  1936-S  is 
a  very  underappreciated  date  in  MS-67.  It  is  very  uncommon  because  of  the  strike 
and  other  characteristics  that  would  qualify  the  coin  for  the  MS-67  grade."  With 
respect  to  the  1938  Texas  PDS  Set  (MS-67,  67,  67)  Larry  considers  the  P  mint  is 
the  most  difficult  to  get  in  MS-67  of  all  the  Texas  sets;  there  are  only  two 
1938-Ps  graded  MS-67. 

MS-67  Vancouver  and  Vermont  preceded  the  strikingly  toned  (red,  green,  gold, 
violet,  and  blue)  1946  BTW  PDS  Set,  MS-66,  66,  and  67.  By  the  way,  Larry's  col¬ 
lection  contains  the  only  certified  BTW  complete  set  with  all  18  coins  grading 
MS-66  or  higher.  The  1947  Set  is  the  only  matched  1947  BTW  Set  grading  MS-66, 

66,  66  and  is  toned  violet,  blue,  and  pale  gold.  Of  the  1947-D  BTWs  thus  far 
encapsulated,  only  two  have  been  graded  MS-66! 

The  Carver-Washington  PDS  Sets  are  also  beautiful  coins.  In  the  midst  of 
this  section  of  the  viewing,  Larry  noted  several  observations  regarding  Carvers: 
"No  D-mint  Carver  has  been  graded  MS-66  by  the  services.  The  1952-D  is  very  hard 
to  find  with  attractive  toning."  His  1953-P  in  MS-66  is  a  condition  rarity,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Larry,  as  only  two  have  been  graded  MS-66. 

Although  the  York  is  relatively  easy  to  find  in  higher  grades,  Larry's 
MS-68  York  is  truly  outstanding  with  russet,  emerald  green,  gold,  blue,  and  vio¬ 
let  tab-mark  toning  and  comes  with  the  original  five-coin  holder. 

Well,  that  gives  you  an  overview  of  the  quality  of  commemorative s  in  this 
landmark  sale.  The  200  duplicates  and  proof likes  are  also  worthy  of  mention. 
Notable  specimens  include  an  MS-67  Antietam  (bull's-eye  toning  of  red,  green, 
gold,  and  blue)  and  original  holder;  1938  Arkansas  PDS  Set  (MS-65,  65,  65);  and 
1935/34  Boone  PDS  Set  (MS-66,  67,  67)  —  a  beautifully  matched  set  with  rainbow 
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toning.  There  is  even  a  1954  Carver-Washington  PDS  Set  (MS-63,  64,  64)  with 
lustrous  surfaces  and  blue  and  gold  peripheral  toning.  Matched  Carver  sets  are 
extremely  difficult  to  find  with  any  kind  of  color  and  are  extremely  rare. 

During  our  trip  home  Don  and  I  spent  the  entire  time  discussing  the  thou¬ 
sands  upon  thousands  of  commemoratives  that  had  to  be  examined  to  build  a  set  of 
this  caliber.  [Larry  himself  noted  that  he  had  purchased  close  to  5,000  coins 
to  complete  his  collection,  in  the  process  trading  or  selling  those  upon  which 
he  could  improve.]  Not  only  had  we  been  privileged  to  view  truly  superb  examples 
of  our  favorite  coin  series,  but,  in  fact,  we  had  witnessed  the  culmination  of 
a  challenge  lasting  years  and  the  attainment  of  a  dream  come  true. 

Few  of  us  set  goals  of  this  magnitude;  even  fewer  achieve  them.  Larry  has 
done  just  that  by  adhering  to  the  highest  standards  of  quality  and  eye  appeal. 

As  collectors,  we  are  only  caretakers  of  these  treasures  of  numismatic  history. 

On  August  11th  Larry  will  relinquish  his  "ownership."  We  are  sure  his  feelings 
are  mixed.  Will  such  a  feat  ever  be  accomplished  again?  Most  likely  not.  How¬ 
ever,  this  is  an  opportunity  for  many  to  begin  or  to  add  to  their  collections, 
and  this  may  serve  our  hobby  to  an  even  better  end:  to  encourage  others  to  have 
their  own  dreams  and  to  take  a  step  closer  to  their  becoming  reality  in  what 
will  be  truly  the  sale  of  a  lifetime. 

it  it  it 


*  *  *  *  *  NAME  THAT  COMMEM! 


Above  is  shown  an  XCU  (extreme  close-up)  taken  from  a  U.S.  commemorative 
half  dollar.  Obviously,  we  are  looking  at  a  maple  leaf  —  but  not  a  Canadian 
Maple  Leaf  coin,  which  was  our  friend  Homer's  first  guess.  We'll  give  you  a 
clue:  This  coin  reminds  us  of  the  industry  of  Mr.  Q.  David  Bowers.  Can  you 

identify  this  coin?  To  find  the  answer,  just  keep  on  reading! 

(Photo  courtesy  of  Bill  Fivaz) 
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A  Bay  Bridge  Mystery 


by  David  W.  Lange  (R-1779,  CA) 


One  of  the  many  attractions  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  area  is  the  Oakland 
Museum.  While  Oakland  is  perhaps  known  for  its  winning  baseball  team,  its  pub¬ 
lic  museum  features  many  fine  collections.  Among  these  is  its  exhibit  of  Cali¬ 
fornia  History  from  the  time  of  the  native  people  to  the  present. 

I  was  browsing  through  this  area  about  five  years  ago  when  I  came  across 
what  appeared  to  be  an  oversize  version  of  the  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge 
half  dollar  of  1936.  Closer  inspection  revealed  that  it  was,  in  fact,  a  plaster 
model  of  the  coin's  reverse.  All  details  were  there  including  the  bridge,  ferry 
building,  Yerba  Buena  Island,  and  a  Matson  Line  ship  inbound  from  Hawaii. 

This  was  an  amusing  discovery  and,  aside  from  a  few  tokens  and  medals,  the 
only  item  of  numismatic  interest  in  the  exhibit.  Hot  being  a  member  of  the  Soci¬ 
ety  at  the  time,  I  didn't  think  to  explore  the  matter  more  fully.  It  was  not 
until  last  year's  ANA  convention  at  Seattle  that  I  was  spurred  into  action.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  Society's  general  meeting,  I  happened  to  mention  this  item  as  an  aside. 
Seeing  the  interest  that  was  generated,  I  agreed  to  make  an  effort  to  have  the 
model  photographed  for  publication  in  the  Trail. 

Allowing  for  the  usual  procrastination,  I  finally  got  around  to  contacting 
the  Oakland  Museum  this  past  January.  I  spoke  with  Museum  Researcher  Marcia 
Eymann,  who  agreed  to  look  for  the  model  which  was  no  longer  on  display.  Appar¬ 
ently,  its  inclusion  in  the  California  History  exhibit  had  resulted  from  the  Bay 
Bridge's  golden  anniversary  in  1986.  I  had  just  happened  to  visit  the  museum 
at  a  time  which  allowed  me  knowledge  of  the  model's  existence. 

To  my  relief  the  plaster  was  found  without  delay,  and  I  made  an  appointment 
to  come  in  and  photograph  it.  I  had  only  a  single  spotlight  with  which  to  work, 
and  this  made  for  difficulty  in  bringing  out  the  entire  design.  Nevertheless, 

I  was  able  to  get  at  least  one  shot  which  was  sharp  enough  that  a  little  extra 
effort  from  my  friend  at  the  camera  shop  gave  me  a  print  suitable  for  repro¬ 
duction.  The  photgraph  is  shown  below. 

The  model  is  a  uniface  plaster  cast  which  has  had  a  crude  reeded  edge  ap¬ 
plied.  It  has  also  been  painted  silver  to  simulate  the  finished  coin.  It  mea¬ 
sures  twelve  inches  in  diameter  and  is  similar  but  not  identical  to  the  model 
illustrated  in  the  Swiatek/Breen  book.  Notable  differences  include  finer  letter¬ 
ing  in  the  name  of  the  bridge  and  a  much  smaller  date.  Less  apparent,  but  still 
distinctive,  is  the  position  of  the  ferry  building  with  respect  to  the  two  ships 
and  the  nearest  bridge  tower.  The  model  at  the  Oakland  Museum  is  lower  in  over¬ 
all  relief  and  is  somewhat  less  detailed  than  the  one  in  Swiatek/Breen. 

While  this  plaster  cast  is  no  doubt  the  work  of  Bay  Bridge  sculptor  and 
Oakland  resident  Jacques  Schnier,  some  question  remains  as  to  the  exact  purpose 
of  this  version.  Swiatek  and  Breen  mention  that  Schnier  was  directed  to  make 
revisions  to  his  original  work,  and  this  may  have  been  a  developmental  step  in 
the  process.  The  cast  does  not  have  an  annular  fillet  which  would  allow  it  to 
be  grasped  by  the  Mint's  reducing  lathe,  so  it  is  unlikely  that  it  was  prepared 
for  the  purpose  of  reduction.  More  likely  is  the  possibility  that  it  was 
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prepared  by  the  artist  for  presentation  as  a  specimen  of  his  work. 

The  model  was  donated  to  the  museum  in  1973  by  Dorsey  Ewing  Marsh.  Its 
previous  history  is  unknown,  and  no  trace  has  been  found  of  a  corresponding  ob¬ 
verse  model.  The  museum  owns  a  specimen  of  the  Bay  Bridge  half  dollar,  but  I 
don't  know  whether  both  it  and  the  model  came  from  the  same  source. 

After  photographing  the  plaster  cast  at  the  Oakland  Museum,  I  happened  to 
relate  my  experience  there  to  a  friend  and  fellow  numismatist.  This  reminded 
him  of  an  experience  he  had  had  some  ten  years  earlier.  San  Francisco's  M.  H. 
de  Young  Museum  had  requested  help  from  members  of  the  San  Francisco  Ancient 
Numismatic  Society  and  the  Pacific  Coast  Numismatic  Society  in  cataloging  their 
holdings  of  coins  and  medals.  An  inventory  was  to  be  prepared  for  the  museum's 
security  department. 

Among  the  United  States  coins  which  my  friend  encountered  was  a  specimen 
of  the  Bay  Bridge  half  dollar,  which  was  accompanied  by  a  letter  attesting  to 
the  fact  that  it  was  either  the  first  or  one  of  the  first  specimens  struck. 

His  memory  wasn't  clear  on  the  exact  wording.  Of  course,  this  development  fur¬ 
ther  fueled  my  interest  in  this  issue,  and  I  was  determined  to  photograph  and 
publish  this  specimen  in  the  Trail. 

Alas,  after  such  a  rewarding  experience  at  the  Oakland  Museum,  I  was  unpre¬ 
pared  for  the  disappointment  which  followed.  My  efforts  to  locate  one  coin  at 
the  de  Young  were  hampered  by  uncertainty  over  whose  responsibility  it  was  to 
look  for  it.  After  speaking  to  a  number  of  persons,  I  did  finally  succeed  in 
finding  one  who  was  prepared  to  search  through  the  museum's  storage  rooms. 

Despite  its  being  a  museum  of  the  fine  arts,  the  de  Young  apparently  does 

not  consider  numismatics  to  be  one  of  them,  as  coins  and  medals  have  consis¬ 

tently  been  neglected  in  the  museum's  exhibits.  I  had  been  warned  by  several 
persons  who  had  participated  in  the  inventory  of  the  museum's  numismatic  pieces 
that  they  were  stored  in  plain,  brown  envelopes  with  very  little  in  the  way  of 

description.  This  would  make  it  even  more  difficult  for  a  non-numismatist  to 

locate  a  particular  coin.  Even  so,  I  had  a  willing  participant,  and  I  determin¬ 
ed  to  check  in  with  him  every  couple  of  weeks  or  so. 

As  of  this  writing,  the  coin  has  not  yet  been  found.  It  is  beginning  to 
seem  that  it  may  never  turn  up.  Interestingly,  coins  are  treated  by  the  museum 
as  it  would  any  other  artifacts;  and  the  Bay  Bridge  half  dollar,  if  found,  will 
no  doubt  have  an  acquisition  number  painted  in  its  field.  This  should  make  for 
a  startling  photograph  when  published  in  the  Trail! 

I  would  like  to  thank  Marcia  Eymann  of  the  Oakland  Museum  for  being  so  help¬ 
ful  in  making  the  museum's  cast  available  for  photographing. 

[The  photograph  of  the  plaster  model  discussed  in  the  article  is  shown  on 
the  following  page.  We  hope  some  of  our  members  will  be  able  to  shed  light  on 
this  "mystery. "  Should  you  be  able  to  provide  any  additional  information  about 
this  plaster  model,  the  Trail  would  like  to  know  about  it;  you  can  write  to  the 
editor  or  to  Helen  L.  Carmody,  and  we'll  ensure  that  your  correspondence  reaches 
David  W.  Lange. ] 


*  *  * 
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Above  is  shown  a  photograph  of  the  plaster  model  of  the  Bay  Bridge  commem 
reverse  which  is  no  doubt  the  work  of  sculptor  Jacques  Schnier.  The  cast  is 
twelve  inches  in  diameter  and  has  been  painted  silver.  (Photo  courtesy  of  David 
Lange) . 

*  *  * 


The  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  Half  Dollar 
by  Randall  Jack  Moore  (R-1792,  CA) 

Once  again,  through  the  kindness  of  Ray  Mercer,  we  present  an  installment 
from  his  classic  work,  A  Buyer's  Guide  to  the  Grading  &  Minting  Characteristics 
of  United  States  Commemorative  Coins,  Volume  One,  this  time  on  the  Bay  Bridge 
half  dollar. 

There  really  isn't  much  to  be  said  on  the  historical  aspects  of  this  coin 
other  than  to  note  that  the  bridge  (there  are  really  two  bridges  —  Yerba  Buena 
Island  serving  as  the  common  point  for  each)  was  sorely  needed  by  everyone  who 
had  to  commute  between  Oakland  and  San  Francisco.  Yes,  there  were  ferries,  but 
dense  fogs  often  resulted  in  long  delays,  at  best,  or  in  tragic  collisions,  at 
worst.  Remember,  in  1936  radar  (radio  aid  to  detection  and  ranging)  was  not 
yet  available).  Just  why  "Monarch  II,"  the  grizzly  bear  (Ursus  arctos  horri- 
bilis),  was  used  as  a  symbol  of  liberty  is  not  known;  the  old  fellow  had  spent 
the  past  quarter  century  in  "jail"  in  a  cage  in  Golden  Gate  Park.  Maybe  the  old 
bear  and  the  new  bridge  had  this  in  common:  They  were  each  awesome,  and  they 
could  each  "get  you  moving"  a  bit  faster  than  normal  when  you  "ran  across  them." 
Following  Ray  Mercer's  article  we  have  some  interesting  Bay  Bridge  memorabilia. 
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Bay  Bridge 

(mintage  -  71,424) 


Luis  ter 

Of  all  the  U.S.  silver  Commemoratives,  the  obverse  of  the  Bay  Bridge  most  adequately  portrays  the  type  of 
luster  we  call  "satin".  A  close  inspection  of  its  surface  will  reveal  an  amazingly  uniform  granulation  that 
runs  over  both  its  fields  and  devices.  These  granular  surfaces  provide  the  typical  example  with  what  is 
commonly  known  as  "warm"  or  "soft"  highlights.  As  opposed  to  the  brilliant/frosty  issues  (i.e.  Alabama, 
Albany,  or  your  typical  1937-D  Oregon),  the  luster's  projection  is  far  more  subdued,  subtle,  and  delicate  in 
nature  due  to  its  granular  surfaces. 

The  satin  luster  inherent  to  the  vast  majority  of  these  high  mintage  coins  can  be  found  in  varying  degrees. 
However,  it  is  also  wise  to  remember  that  "subtle"  is  the  key  word  here  -  especially  in  respect  to 
highlights.  There  is  one  notable  exception  to  this  rule.  A  small  percentage  of  these  coins  display  a  highly 
INTENSE,  satin  sheen.  In  this  case,  although  still  overwhelmingly  "satin",  the  luster  is  very  intense,  lacks 
contrast  between  its  devices/f ields,  and  may  even  appear  "whizzed"  or  "cleaned"  to  the  untrained  eye!  A  close 
inspection  of  its  surfaces  reveals  a  reworking/polishing  of  the  dies  and  is  no  doubt  the  cause  of  the 
luster's  added  intensity.  On  these  specimens,  the  obverse  granulation  is  deeper  and  quite  magnified. 

Although  it  does  show  signs  of  the  same 
granulation,  the  reverse  is  always  a  tad 
more  "frosty"  and  seldom,  if  ever, 

"matches"  the  obverse  in  respect  to  its 
luster.  If  you  don't  like  satin  finish 
coins,  you'll  probably  never  appreciate 
the  soft  beauty  of  the  Bay  Bridge.  No 
doubt,  this  has  caused  many  people  to  dip 
and  clean  these  coins  as  locating  a  nu- 
mismatically  ABUSED  specimen  is  far  from 
a  laborious  task  on  today's  marketplace! 

Unfortunately,  a  LARGE  number  of  these 
coins  have  been  dipped-out  and  look  just 
horrible!  Before  purchasing  an  example, 
study  and  COMPARE  a  good  number  of  spec¬ 
imens  to  gain  a  solid  understanding  of 
what  its  ORIGINAL  satin  surfaces  should 
look  like. 

Note  the  heavy,  uniform,  granulation  of  the  surfaces  -  both  on  the  fields  and  relief! 
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S  t  rike 


Although  the  Bay  Bridge  can 
a  major  problem  with  this 
in  the  loss  of  enough  detail 


be  located  with  slight,  varying  degrees  of  detail,  weakness  of  strike  is  far  from 
coin.  I  have  encountered  few  specimens  in  my  day  where  a  weak  strike  has  resulted 
to  take  away  from  the  overall  eve  appeal  of  the  coin. 


"e  problem  with  the  Bay  Bridge  is  that  many  people  do  not  understand  its  granular  surfaces  and  smooth/soft 
nature  of  its  design.  The  grizzly  is  not  meant  to  exhibit  pinpoint  detail  and  some  people  tend  to  overlook 
this  fact.  This  encourages  them  to  reject  examples  simply  because  they  lack  detail  that  was  never  there! 


However,  you  will  still  find  varying  degrees  of  detail  -  especially  in  respect  to  the  reverse  design.  If  you 
ompare  a  number  of  examples  at  any  major  show,  you  will  soon  uncover  different  levels  of  detail  in  regards 

to  the  two  steam  ships,  the  Ferry  tower,  and  other  ar^^s  on  the  coin.  Here  again,  it's  a  matter  of  personal 

taste  as  I  really  haven't  seen  that  many  examples  displaying  such  a  weakness  of  strike  that  it  took  away  from 
"he  overall  eve  appeal  of  the  coin.  If  you’re  a  confirmed  "strike  hawk",  you  can  have  some  fun  with  the 
reverse  -  especially  if  you  don’t  already  know  what  time  it  is  according  to  the  clock  on  the  Ferry  tower!  I’m 

certainly  not  going  to  tell  you  as  half  the  fun  of  numismatics  is  finding  these  things  out  on  your  own!  Some 

examples  proudly  display  the  time  -  others  don’t. 


Ma  rks 

The  key  focal  point  of  this  coin’s  design  is  the  grizzly's  body.  Due  to  the  smooth,  flowing  nature  of  its 
design,  the  grizzly  makes  a  perfect  landing  strip  for  bag,  track,  and  slide  marks.  In  the  case  of  slide 
marks,  always  try  to  remember  to  check  the  grizzly  (especially  the  center)  by  slowly  tipping  &  rotating  the 
coin  underneath  a  direct  light. 

Many  specimens,  especially  examples  displaying  the  previously  described,  intense,  satin  sheen,  exhibit  die 
polishing  marks.  These  should  not  be  confused  with  cleaning  hairlines  as  die  polishing  marks  are  RAISED  and 
simply  a  minting  characteristic  of  the  coin. 


Toning 

Although  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  describe  what  EVERY  toned  Bay  Bridge  should  look  like,  there  is  one  trait 
somewhat  consistently  displayed  by  specimens  that  have  been  stored  in  their  original,  cardboard  holder.  Due 
to  the  granular,  satin  nature  of  the  obverse,  these  specimens  tend  to  acquire  uneven  toning,  "streaked"  with 
gold,  russet,  magenta,  purple/violet,  and/or  grey  hues.  In  most  cases,  the  granulation  prevents  an  "even" 
flow  common  to  brilliant/frosty  coins  such  as  the  Albany.  On  the  reverse,  because  of  the  crowded  nature  of 
^he  relief,  peripheral  toning  is  more  the  rule  than  the  exception.  Nicely  toned  examples  are  very  scarce  and 
command  high  premiums. 

It  is  wise  to  remember  that  the  projection  or  "flamboyance"  of  the  toning  is  dictated  by  the  type  of  luster 
underneath  it.  Therefore,  although  certainly  iridescent,  one  shouldn't  expect  the  toning  on  the  satin  finish 
Bay  Bridge  to  pulsate!  Its  reflective  abilities  are  of  a  more  soft,  subdued  nature  and  possess  a  different 
beauty  of  their  own.  Of  course,  examples  displaying  the  intense  satin  sheen  are  far  more  vivid  than  the 
average  example,  but,  to  the  untrained  eye,  these  examples  may  appeared  "whizzed"  or  somehow  treated!  The  key 
is  to  know  your  coins  -  their  look,  originality,  and  minting  characteristics! 

As  an  interesting  side  note,  the  cardboard  issue  holders  did  not  come  with  tabs.  This  certainly  does  not  mean 
examples  with  tab-mark  toning  are  artificial  as  I  have  seen  genuine  specimens  displaying  this  pattern,  but  it 
does  serve  as  a  reminder  to  carefully  inspect  any  specimens  that  suggest  this  method  of  storage. 

Summary 

Once  one  comprehends  the  desired  originality  of  this  satin  finish  coin,  make  sure  the  specimen  in  question  is 
well  struck  for  the  issue  and  exhibits  no  detracting  marks  -  paying  particular  attention  to  the  grizzly's 
body.  Although  far  from  being  a  "rare"  issue,  the  vast  majority  of  examples  offered  on  today's  marketplace 
have  an  annoying  habit  of  displaying  one  or  two  problems.  They  are  either  dipped-out  and  lack  eye  appeal  -  or 
rhf*y  possess  their  original  surfaces,  but  have  a  bad  whack  or  two  on  the  focal  point  -  not  to  mention  slide 
marks . 
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Workers  on  the  West  Bay  towers  watched  as  12  battleships  (including  USS 
ARIZONA),  18  destroyers,  and  two  aircraft  carriers  entered  the  bay.  This  photo 
was  taken  May  1,  1935,  by  California  Highway  Patrol  Captain  Charles  Weaver  and 
was  included  in  a  set  of  postcards  issued  by  the  Bay  Bridge  50th  Birthday  Com¬ 
mittee,  Inc.  Six  of  the  cards  are  shown.  (Courtesy  of  Helen  and  Don  Carmody). 


Late  in  1935  —  The  West  Bay  bridge  takes  shape.  Anchored  at  the  center  by 
the  largest  bridge  pier  ever  built  (92  x  197  feet,  rising  502  feet  from  its  rock 
foundation),  work  on  the  two  suspension  spans  is  well  underway.  Note  the  "gap" 
in  the  bridge  approaching  Yerba  Buena  Island  from  the  east  side  of  the  bay;  the 
gap  is  the  subject  of  the  next  photo.  (Credits  —  same  as  above). 
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Chief  Engineer  C.  H.  Purcell  wrote  that,  next  to  sinking  the  caissons,  the 
closing  of  the  "gap,"  the  1,400  foot  cantilever  section  of  the  East  Bay  navi¬ 
gation  channel,  was  the  most  difficult  job  he  faced.  It  was  the  longest  canti¬ 
lever  ever  built  for  its  time.  (Credits  —  same  as  above). 


On  January  5,  1936,  the  first  section  of  steel  deck  was  lifted  from  barges 
in  the  bay  and  hoisted  to  the  suspension  cables.  Decking  from  San  Francisco  to 
Yerba  Buena  Island  was  completed  three  months  later.  The  two  bridges  were  con¬ 
nected  by  boring  a  hole  76  feet  wide,  58  feet  high,  and  540  feet  long  through 
the  solid  rock  of  Yerba  Buena.  (Credits  —  same  as  above). 
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Rush  Hour  —  November  12,  1936.  The  ban  on  pedestrians  did  not  stop  more 
than  5,000  delighted  San  Franciscans  from  pouring  onto  the  bridge,  creating  a 
massive  traffic  jam.  A  CHP  motorcycle  officer  (center)  watches  the  stragglers 
depart.  Traffic  signs  helpfully  advise  the  motorist,  "No  Left  Turn"  and  "No  U 
Turn,"  which  seem  like  good  advice!  The  lower  level,  later  to  carry  electric 
trains,  was  as  yet  incomplete.  (Credits  —  same  as  above). 


President  Roosevelt  pressed  a  telegraph  key  in  Washington  to  open  the  toll 
plaza,  but  it  was  former  President  Herbert  Hoover  and  California  Governor  James 
Rolph,  Jr.,  who  presided  over  the  ground-breaking  ceremonies  on  July  9,  1933,  at 
Yerba  Buena,  as  shown  in  this  bit  of  memorabilia.  (Credits  —  same  as  above). 
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I*  +  *  *  * 


SOCIETY  MEETINGS 


★  *  *  *  * 


In  the  previous  issue  of  the  Trail,  we  discussed  the  "When,  Where,  and  Why" 
of  our  Society's  activities.  We  also  listed  the  Society's  1991  schedule  of  meet- 
As  a  reminder,  we  have  just  two  more  meetings  on  this  year's  schedule: 
one  in  Rosemont  at  the  ANA  Centennial  Convention  and  the  other  at  Long  Beach  in 
October  (all  Society  meetings  are  at  9  a.m.  on  Saturday). 

For  those  of  our  members  who  are  still  undecided  as  to  whether  or  not  they 
should  attend  the  ANA  Centennial  Convention  (August  13-18,  1991),  don't  worry 
too  much  about  being  rushed  into  making  a  decision;  you  can  always  wait  around 
for  the  next  "Event  of  the  Century."  After  all,  it  will  be  upon  us  before  you 
know  it  —  in  August,  2091. 

If  you  opt  to  attend  the  Society  meeting  at  Rosemont  in  1991,  you'll  enjoy 
the  opportunity  of  hearing  our  featured  speaker,  Mr.  Albert  K.  Hall  (R-1879,  CA), 
who  will  present  "An  Overview  of  the  1893  Columbian  Exposition."  However,  if 
you  decide  to  pass  on  attending  this  year's  "Event  of  the  Century,"  don't  plan 
on  hearing  A1  Hall  repeat  his  presentation  in  2091;  A1  told  us  he  believes  that 
his  speaking-voice  will  have  lost  some  of  its  "muzzle  velocity"  over  the  course  of 
the  next  century  and,  consequently,  has  graciously  declined  the  invitation  to 
appear  at  our  ANA  meeting  in  2091. 

St.  Louis  Meeting  —  May 

Vice  President  Helen  L.  Carmody  opened  the  meeting  at  9  a.m.  on  Saturday, 

May  11,  1991,  and  expressed  her  appreciation  that  over  twenty  members  in  atten¬ 
dance  (including  valued  representatives  of  the  numismatic  press)  had  by  their 
presence  demonstrated  support  of  our  efforts  to  attract  more  people  to  our  meet¬ 
ings  in  that  area,  St.  Louis  being  this  year's  site  of  the  spring  convention  of 
the  Central  States  Numismatic  Society.  As  the  location  varies  each  year,  we  do 
not  have  the  luxury  of  a  "built-in"  audience  as  we  do,  say,  at  Long  Beach,  where 
the  numbers  are  always  most  gratifying  and  encouraging. 

Helen  and  Don  Carmody  then  presented  "There's  More  to  Collecting  than  just 
Coins,"  a  slide  presentation  of  original  commemorative  holders  and  documentation 
from  the  issuing  authorities  and  other  distributors.  The  proposed  reference 
work  on  this  subject  is  still  in  the  planning/preparation  stage,  but  it  was  made 
known  that  members  would  be  notified  as  soon  as  the  project  was  closer  to  real¬ 
ity.  Mention  was  also  made  that  Q.  David  Bowers'  forthcoming  book.  Commemorative 
Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  had  an  expected  publica¬ 
tion  date  of  late  July  or  early  August,  and  members  were  advised  that  they  were 
eligible  for  a  pre-publication  discount  for  what  will  be  an  invaluable  reference 
for  not  only  commemorative  enthusiasts  but  any  serious  numismatist  as  well. 

It  was  extremely  pleasing  that  members  who  were  present  not  only  paid  their 
club  dues  in  advance  ( please  note:  which  are  due  in  August  but  very  welcome  NOW!) 
but  also  made  donations  to  the  Society.  A  very  special  thank  you  to  those  indi¬ 
viduals  and  others  mentioned  in  the  "Donations"  section  of  this  Trail. 

Members  of  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  are  the  best  informed 
in  numismatics  with  respect  to  news-breaking  items  relating  to  our  favorite 
series,  and  those  at  Central  States  were  no  exception  in  that  the  first  public 
announcement  was  made  of  the  upcoming  auction  of  the  Larry  Shepherd  Collection 
of  U.S.  Silver  Commemorative  Coins. 
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Long  Beach  Meeting  —  June 


President  Ray  Mercer  opened  the  meeting  at  9  a.m.  on  Saturday,  June  1,  1991, 
and  welcomed  over  fifty- five  attendees,  who  were  eagerly  awaiting  his  presenta¬ 
tion,  "A  Buyer's  Guide  to  the  Minting  Characteristics  of  California  Commemora- 
tives."  Prior  to  the  program  Ray  announced  that  all  members  should  have  by  then 
received  their  copies  of  the  Spring  1991  edition  of  The  Commemorative  Trail  — 
all  seventy-six  pages  of  it,  the  biggest  issue  our  Society  has  published  since 
its  formation.  A  huge  round  of  applause  reflected  the  membership's  admiration 
and  praise  for  the  work  done  by  Editor  Mike  Garofalo,  Assistant  Editor  Randall 
Jack  Moore,  and  the  contributors  whose  articles  made  up  this  very  special  Trail. 

Luster,  strike,  marks,  and  toning  of  each  of  the  California-related  silver 
comraemoratives  (Bay  Bridge,  California  Jubilee,  Monroe,  Pan-Pac,  and  1935-S  and 
1936-D  San  Diegos)  were  the  focus  of  Ray's  presentation.  His  approach  of  de¬ 
scribing  the  characteristics  of  each  issue  followed  much  the  same  form  as  he  em¬ 
ployed  in  his  highly- respected  reference,  A  Buyer's  Guide  to  the  Grading  &  Mint¬ 
ing  Characteristics  of  United  States  Commemorative  Coins,  Volumes  One  and  Two. 
[Although  these  two  volumes  are  out  of  print,  we  have  learned  that  a  few  copies 
of  Volume  One  may  be  available  @  $25  per  copy  and  that  several  copies  of  Volume 
Two  are  available  @  $15  per  copy.  For  information  concerning  these  works,  write 
to  Helen  L.  Carmody,  P.0.  Box  302,  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648-0302.]  As  anyone 
should  imagine  —  especially  if  a  person  is  familiar  with  Ray's  unsurpassed 
abilities  to  educate  and  entertain  while  doing  so,  the  information  gained 
by  those  in  attendance  was  invaluable,  and  his  inimitable  style  certainly  pro¬ 
vided  a  bright  beginning  to  the  busiest  day  of  the  exposition. 

The  program  is  available  on  videotape  compliments  of  Society  member  David 
Lisot  (R-0336,  CA),  president  of  Media  Resource  Corporation,  who  recorded  the 
event  and  made  two  copies  available  to  the  Society.  David  had  previously  taped 
our  Society  meeting  at  Long  Beach  in  February,  1991,  which  featured  a  splendid 
presentation  by  Society  member  Robert  Van  Ryzin  (R-1973,  WI),  of  the  editorial 
staff  of  Numismatic  News,  who  spoke  on  "Ezra  Meeker  and  the  Oregon  Trail."  If 
you  should  wish  to  borrow  either  of  these  tapes  from  the  Society,  please  write 
to  Les  Watson,  18627  Brookhurst  Street,  #396,  Fountain  Valley,  CA  92708-6700. 
Please  DO  NOT  SEND  MONEY;  Les  will  send  you  an  invoice  for  the  "round-trip"  post¬ 
age  and  incidental  costs.  Other  than  those  expenses  there  is  no  charge  to  our 
Society  members  for  borrowing  these  tapes.  We  do  ask,  however,  that  tapes  be 
returned  as  quickly  as  possible  to  permit  other  members  to  enjoy  these  programs. 

Another  very  special  presentation  of  a  different  kind  occurred  during  the 
meeting.  Larry  Shepherd,  whose  commemorative  collection  will  be  auctioned  the 
11th  of  August  [see  related  announcement  on  page  4  and  article  on  page  26  in 
this  issue  of  the  Trail],  donated  to  the  Society  on  behalf  of  himself  and  Supe¬ 
rior  Galleries  a  set  of  288  slides  (obverse  and  reverse  of  each  coin  in  his  144- 
piece  set).  This  extremely  generous  gift  will  benefit  the  Society  for  many, 
many  years  to  come!  We  can't  adequately  thank  Larry  Shepherd  and  Larry  Goldberg 
of  Superior  Galleries  for  their  contribution  to  our  club  and  their  efforts  to 
promote  the  educational  aspects  of  our  hobby.  Gentlemen,  you  epitomize  the 
sharing  that  are  the  foundations  of  our  Society  —  THANK  YOU! 

Of  particular  note  is  the  fact  that  Sam  Lopresto  and  Teresa  Darling,  (pro¬ 
moters  of  the  Long  Beach  Expo  and  Society  members)  and  their  fine  staff  spare  no 
effort  to  accommodate  those  members  and  nonmembers  who  attended  our  meeting.  In 
order  that  no  one  was  inconvenienced  because  of  our  early  meeting  time  and  then 
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had  to  wait  in  the  never-ending  line  to  pay  admission  to  the  show  once  the  meet¬ 
ing  was  concluded,  they  arranged  for  security  officers  (ably  assisted  by  Society 
member  Dale  Snyder)  to  admit  those  coming  to  our  meeting  and  even  supplied  us 
with  necessary  "visitor"  badges  so  that  attendees  could  pay  their  admission  to 
the  bourse  and  gain  entrance  immediately  after  the  meeting  concluded. 

We  cannot  sufficiently  detail  the  vast  cooperation  and  extraordinary  cour¬ 
tesy  we  receive  from  the  Long  Beach  Expo  staff.  It  does  everything  humanly  pos¬ 
sible  to  assure  the  success  of  our  meetings  (providing  projector,  screen,  micro¬ 
phone  setup,  display  cases  when  needed,  and  even  coffee  and  doughnuts).  At  the 
most  recent  Expo  the  staff  actually  '’topped"  itself  by  making  certain  that  no 
one  was  ’penalized"  because  they  care  enough  to  support  our  activities.  It  is 
no  small  wonder  that  our  programs  in  conjunction  with  the  Expo  are  the  best  at¬ 
tended  and  most  popular  of  those  we  hold  during  the  entire  year.  A  heartfelt 
THANK  YOU  from  us  all! 

*  *  * 

*****  NAME  THAT  COMMEM!  *  *  *  *  * 


Shown  is  the  Albany,  New  York,  Charter  commem.  The  Castor  canadensis  is 
as  "Busy  as  a  Bowers!"  The  coin  celebrates  the  250th  anniversary  of  the  city's 
charter  and  was  issued  in  1936.  Did  you  correctly  identify  this  coin?  If  not, 
try  the  next  one.  (Photo  courtesy  of  Bill  Fivaz) 

*  *  * 


The  photograph  on  the  following  page  was  taken  at  our  Society  meeting  in 
Long  Beach  this  past  June.  Shown,  from  left  to  right,  are  Ray  Mercer,  Helen  L. 
Carmody,  and  Larry  Shepherd.  Helen  is  holding  the  Superior  Galleries  brochure 
describing  their  pre-ANA  auction  opened  to  the  page  entitled  "The  Larry  Shepherd 
Collection  of  U.S.  Silver  Commemorative  Coins." 

(Photo  courtesy  of  Roy  T.  Iwata) 


40 


41 


*  *  *  *  *  NAME  THAT  COMMEM!  *  *  *  *  * 


Ho,  Homer,  that  is  not  Thomas  Jefferson's  home,  Monticello  —  It  is  an  XCU 
from  a  U.S.  commemorative  half  dollar.  All  in  all,  Homer,  that  really  wasn't 
a  bad  guess  —  keep  on  studying  that  "Redbook; H  you're  making  progress!  Can 
you  name  this  coin?  For  the  answer,  just  keep  on  reading! 

(Photo  courtesy  of  Bill  Fivaz) 


t********************************,,*,,*,,,,* 

*****  SHOW  REPORTS  ***** 
by  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-7,  CA) 

Central  States  Numismatic  Society  Spring  Convention 

The  Missouri  Numismatic  Society  hosted  the  CSNS  Spring  Convention  in  Saint 
Louis,  March  10-12,  1991,  and  the  state  organization  showed  it  had  the  many  tal¬ 
ented  workers  to  treat  attendees  to  true  Midwest  Hospitality.  In  traveling 
around  the  country,  one  becomes  acquainted  with  the  particular  positive  and  nega¬ 
tive  features  of  major  coin  conventions,  and  Central  States  has  always  displayed 
its  ability  to  show  those  willing  to  expend  the  time  and  money  to  go  to  its 
various  locations  that  it  indeed  is  glad  they  came.  This  feeling  is  not  lost  on 
either  the  dealers  or  collectors  —  some  4,000  who  congregated  at  the  Cervantes 
Convention  Center. 

As  the  market  was  rather  stagnant,  it  was  almost  impossible  to  determine 
what  the  outcome  of  commemorative  trading  would  be.  People  seemed  very  tenta¬ 
tive  at  first  —  either  to  buy  or  to  sell.  Better  insight  with  respect  to  activ¬ 
ity  was  gained  only  through  direct  questioning  of  dealers  who  had  tables  at  the 
show,  and  their  comments  are  as  followsi 
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"Prices  on  the  Blue  Sheet  seemed  to  bring  out  buyers  to  purchase  coins. 
Unfortunate ly ,  the  nice  coins  were  not  available  at  those  levels.  Therefore, 
there  was  a  lot  of  looking,  and  a  lot  of  buyers  went  home  disappointed.” 

"From  a  wholesale  viewpoint  as  a  commem  dealer,  for  the  fourth  or 
fifth  show  in  a  row,  I  was  disappointed  with  how  little  I  could  buy  to  bring 
home  to  my  regular  customers.  (That  same  dealer  reported  that  he  had  mailed 
out  a  "fresh"  price  list  of  mostly  MS-63  -  MS-65  graded  commems  to  his  regular 
customer  base  the  week  before  the  show,  and  the  first  three  days  after  the  mail¬ 
ing,  he  had  already  sold  25%  of  the  coins  on  the  list. ) 

"There  is  underlying  strength  if  the  right  coins  can  be  found,  but  it 
is  also  apparent  to  me  that  the  market  will  have  to  move  to  higher  prices  before 
the  nice  material  will  come  out  again." 

"The  dealers  complain  there  is  not  enough  business  because  they  don't 
have  decent  coins  to  sell.  When  nice  coins  do  come  out,  the  collectors  complain 
because  they  can't  buy  above-average  coins  for  less  than  a  40%-50%  premium  over 
Blue  Sheet  levels." 

"Wholesale  activity  was  fairly  strong;  retail,  very  weak,  although 
there  was  a  lot  of  interest  in  coins  under  $1,000." 

"I  thought  that  a  couple  of  the  large  sight-unseen  bidders  did  very 
well  at  this  show;  they  seemed  to  think  this  market  should  be  heating  up." 

"Quality  material  was  extremely  hard  to  come  by.  Marginal  coins  were 
the  only  ones  trading  at  or  10%  above  bid  levels;  everything  else  was  higher." 

"There  has  been  a  lot  of  buying  at  10%  above  market  levels,  but  that 
applied  only  to  coins  that  were  just  average  for  the  grade.  Really  outstanding 
coins  commanded  considerable  premiums  —  perhaps  30%  above.  Other  factors  which 
determined  the  premiums  were  whether  they  were  more  common  or  rarer  issues  and 
whether  they  had  'flash'  for  the  issue." 

Some  examples  of  wholesale  trading  are  as  follows: 


Lafayette  . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-60)  ... 

...  $ 

550 

Lafayette  . . 

.  ( PCGS 

MS-64)  ... 

...  $ 

4,600 

Alabama  . 

.  ( PCGS 

MS-64)  ... 

...  $ 

1,500 

Alabama  . 

.  (NGC 

MS-64)  ... 

...  $ 

1,680 

Antietam  . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-65)  ... 

...  $ 

625 

Arkansas  (1935-D)  . 

.  ( PCGS 

MS-66)  ... 

...  $ 

2,500 

Boone  (1935/34-D)  . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-65)  ... 

...  $ 

985 

Boone  (1935/34)  . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-66)  ... 

...  $ 

825 

California  Jubilee  . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-67)  ... 

...  $ 

7,250 

Columbian  Expo  (1892)  . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-64)  ... 

...  $ 

1,300 

Columbian  Expo  (1893)  . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-64)  ... 

...  $ 

925 

Columbian  Expo  (1892)  . 

.  (NGC 

MS-65)  ... 

...  $ 

4,250 

Columbian  Expo  (1892)  . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-66)  ... 

...  $ 

8,500 

Connecticut  . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-66)  ... 

...  $ 

2,200 

Delaware  . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-64)  ... 

...  $ 

290 

Elgin  . 

.  ( PCGS 

MS-64)  ... 

...  $ 

270 

( continued ) 
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(Wholesale  Trading  at  Central  States  —  continued) 


Grant  . 

( PCGS 

MS-63)  . 

$ 

170 

Hawaiian  . 

(PCGS 

MS-63)  . 

$ 

1,650 

Missouri  2x4  . 

(PCGS 

MS-62)  . 

$ 

500 

New  Rochelle  . 

(PCGS 

MS-63)  . 

$ 

350 

Norfolk  . 

(PCGS 

MS-66)  . 

$ 

625 

Pan-Pac  . 

(PCGS 

MS-63)  . 

$ 

725 

Pan-Pac  . 

(PCGS 

MS-67)  . 

$ 

9,500 

Pilgrim  (1920)  . 

(PCGS 

MS-63)  . 

$ 

73 

Pilgrim  (1921,  Large -hat  Variety)  ... 

(PCGS 

MS-65)  . 

$ 

1,450 

Robinson  . 

(PCGS 

MS-65)  . 

$ 

650 

Robinson  . 

(PCGS 

MS-66)  . 

$ 

2,000 

Vermont  . 

(NGC 

MS-65)  . 

$ 

1,100 

Booker  T.  Washington  ( 1946-S  P/L)  ... 

(NGC 

MS-64)  . 

$ 

450 

Booker  T.  Washington  (1946-S)  . 

(PCGS 

MS-66)  . 

$ 

195 

Carve r-Washington  (1954  PDS  Set)  .... 

(NGC 

MS-64/64/65) . 

$ 

285 

Wisconsin  . 

(PCGS 

MS-65)  . 

$ 

350 

[Please  take  note  that  all  prices  reported  in 

"Show  Reports" 

for  commems 

are  wholesale  prices  unless  otherwise  noted.  Once  these  items  are  offered  for 
resale,  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  price  increases  from  10%  to  20%  for  the  most 
common  pieces  to  much  higher  markups  on  the  truly  scarce  or  esoteric  material. ] 

Long  Beach  Expo  —  June 

The  Expo  (May  30-June  2,  1991)  at  the  Long  Beach  Convention  Center  sur¬ 
passed  even  its  own  best  record,  and  the  10,000  attendance  on  Saturday  resulted 
in  pleasing  results  for  everyone  concerned.  Although  the  wholesale  market  for 
generic,  encapsulated  coins  had  people  wondering  prior  to  its  opening  what  type 
of  activity  would  predominate,  as  usual,  Sam  Lopresto,  Teresa  Darling,  and 
their  superb  personnel  provided  the  perfect  setting  for  the  business  that  tran¬ 
spired  during  the  four-day  show.  At  its  conclusion  16,994  visitors  did  enough 
trading  to  rate  the  Expo  a  success.  Not  everyone,  of  course,  was  satisfied; 
that  is  an  impossibility.  However,  the  majority  of  dealers  and  collectors  came 
with  a  healthy  attitude  to  buy  and  sell  at  whatever  levels  existed. 

The  dealers  with  whom  I  talked  had  mostly  positive  comments  as  follows? 

"Eye -appealing  commems  were  strong  if  they  had  anything  going  for  them. 
They  brought  good  numbers  —  prices  well  over  sheet." 

"For  the  first  time  in  several  shows,  high-grade  commems  (MS-67  and 
up)  seemed  to  be  in  great  demand.  Several  buyers,  however,  were  looking  for 
'tough'  commems ;  Missouris  and  Hawaiians  were  not  available." 

"Several  dealers  who  carry  sizable  quantities  of  commems  reported  very 
large  sales.  The  commem  market  is  definitely  on  an  upswing." 

"A  lot  of  dealers  are  excited  about  the  commem  market  this  summer 
because  they  feel  that  the  Larry  Shepherd  auction  will  put  the  focus  back  on 
commems  again.  Most  of  the  dealers  were  very  positive.  I  would  anticipate 
rising  bids  on  commems  within  the  next  few  weeks." 

(continued) 
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"The  scarcer  issues  were  impossible  to  come  by  —  Lafayette,  Isabella, 
Hawaiian,  Missouri,  Monroe,  Pan-Pac,  and  Sesqui.  There  was  no  discount  selling 
of  quality  coins  that  I  could  see;  if  it  would  have  happened,  I  was  prepared  to 
take  advantage  of  the  opportunity. " 

"I  came  to  buy  specific  coins  for  my  clients'  want  lists.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  I  just  couldn't  fill  the  orders  I  had.  Either  the  coins  didn't  have 
the  'right  look'  to  them,  or  they  were  priced  so  in  excess  of  the  bid  levels 
(30%  and  more)  that  I  could  purchase  very  few.  The  demand  is  definitely  there; 
the  coins  are  not,  and  I  doubt  whether  we  will  see  them  until  the  prices  rise 
again. " 

Some  examples  of  trading  are  as  follows: 


Alabama  (Plain)  . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-64)  . 

$ 

1,650 

Alabama  ( 2x2 )  . 

.  (NGC 

MS-64)  . 

$ 

1,600 

Alabama  (2x2)  . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-64)  . 

$ 

1,650 

Arkansas  (1935-S)  . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-66)  . 

$ 

1,900 

Cincinnati  (1936-D)  . 

.  ( PCGS 

MS-66)  . 

$ 

3,500 

Connecticut  . . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-66)  . 

$ 

2,300 

Delaware  . . . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-66)  . 

$ 

2.150 

Elgin  . . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-66)  . 

$ 

1,850 

Elgin  . .  . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-66)  . 

$ 

1,900 

Grant  . 

.  ( PCGS 

MS-63)  . 

$ 

150 

Grant  . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-64)  . 

$ 

300 

Long  Island  . . . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-64)  . 

$ 

115 

Long  Island  . 

.  ( PCGS 

MS-66)  . 

$ 

2,700 

Maine  . . . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-66)  . 

$ 

3,400 

Missouri  (2x4)  . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-62)  . 

$ 

550 

Norfolk  . . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-66)  . 

$ 

550 

Oregon  Trail  (1928)  . 

.  ( PCGS 

MS-65)  . 

$ 

800 

Oregon  Trail  (1939-D)  ...... 

.  ( PCGS 

MS-65)  . 

$ 

625 

Pan-Pac  . 

.  ( PCGS 

MS-63)  . 

$ 

575 

Rhode  Island  . . 

.  (PCGS 

MS-66)  ...... 

$ 

2,000 

Roanoke  . . . 

.  ( PCGS 

MS-65)  . 

$ 

325 

Roanoke  . . .  . 

.  { PCGS 

MS-66)  . 

$ 

900 

Robinson  . 

.  ( PCGS 

MS-66)  . 

$ 

1,850 

San  Diego  (1935-S)  . 

.  ( PCGS 

MS-67)  . 

$ 

2,550 

Sesqui  . 

.  ( PCGS 

MS-64)  . 

$ 

850 

Spanish  Trail  . 

.  ( PCGS 

MS-65)  . 

$ 

1,260 

Texas  (1936  PDS  Set)  . 

.  ( PCGS 

MS-66/66/66) . 

$ 

1,175 

Texas  (1938  PDS  Set)  . . 

. . . . .  { PCGS 

MS-65/65/65)  . 

$ 

1,300 

Vancouver  . . 

.  ( PCGS 

MS-66)  . 

$ 

3,300 

York  . 

.  ( PCGS 

MS-65)  . 

$ 

270 

York  . . 

.  ( PCGS 

MS-67)  . 

$ 

1,600 

York  . 

.  ( PCGS 

MS-67)  . 

$ 

1,950 

Lewis  &  Clark  $1  (1904)  . 

.  ( PCGS 

MS-63)  . 

$ 

2,200 

Just  a  reminder  —  all  of  the  above  prices  are  wholesale. 


*  *  * 
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*  *  *  *  A 


PANAMA-PACIFIC  EXPOSITION 


*  *  *  *  * 


In  the  last  issue  of  the  Trail .  we  asked  our  members  to  submit  information 
about  the  Pan-Pac.  Little  did  we  dream  that  an  original  Pan-Pac  set,  including 
the  original  copper  frame  (lined  with  purple  velvet)  would  soon  be  offered  for 
Below  are  pictured  the  coins  from  this  set  (the  slugs  are  both  PCGS-65, 
the  quarter  eagle  is  PCGS  MS-67,  the  dollar  is  PCGS  MS-67,  and  the  half-dollar 
is  PCGS  MS-67)!  Although  not  shown  here,  the  holder  is  also  in  top  condition. 
This  Pan-Pac  material  (and  many  other  commens  NOT  included  in  the  Larry  Shepherd 
Sale)  will  be  offered  in  the  second  session  of  the  Superior  Galleries  pre-ANA 
auction. 


The  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  Expostion  commemoratives  were  issued  to  celebrate 
the  opening  of  the  Panama  Canal  the  previous  year.  (Photos  courtesy  of  Larry 
Goldberg  and  Superior  Galleries). 

*  *  *  *  *  PAN-PAC  MEMORABILIA  ***** 

Society  member  Charlie  Boyd  (1^-19,  AL)  sent  us  some  unusual  memorabilia 
on  the  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  commemorative  set.  Charlie  sent  us  copies  of 
the  letters  of  certification  and  their  envelopes  for  each  of  the  five  coins  of 
Set  No.  24  (each  coin  was  the  24th  minted  of  the  first  100).  The  certificates 
were  issued  over  the  signature  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  United  States  Mint, 
San  Francisco,  California,  and  all  are  dated  May  28,  1915.  How  many  of  the  100 
(numbered)  certificates  and  envelopes  (also  numbered)  remain  is  anybody's  guess, 
but  one  thing  is  certain:  There  was  only  one  Set  #24  issued;  so  this  material 
is  unique! 

Additionally,  Charlie  sent  us  a  copy  of  the  envelope  in  which  the  certifi¬ 
cates  were  forwarded  by  mail  to  a  Boston  address  in  1928  and  the  invoice  from 
Stack's  dated  March  30,  1964,  covering  the  sale  of  the  set,  for  $9,500,  to  Allen 
Burgheimer  of  Rye,  New  York. 

Space  limitations  prevent  reproduction  of  each  and  every  one  of  the  letters 
of  certification  and  their  accompanying  envelopes,  so  we  chose  the  octagonal  as 
our  representative  example  here,  noting  that  it  is  the  only  one  of  the  five  to 
refer  to  "pieces"  rather  than  to  "coins."  Also,  the  envelope  for  the  octagonal 
is  the  only  one  of  the  five  with  handwritten  notes.  This  material  is  shown  on 
the  following  pages  without  further  comment  or  captions.  The  Society  is  par¬ 
ticularly  grateful  to  Charlie  Boyd  for  sharing  this  material  with  us.  Thank 
you,  Charlie! 
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TREASURY  DEPARTMENT 


MINT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

San  Francisco.  Cal. 


OFFICE  OF  SUPERINTENDENT 


May  28,  1915* 


To  Whom  It  May  Concern: 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  herewith  enclosed 
is  No,  24  of  the  first  issue  of  one  hundred  octagonal 
gold  pieces  of  the  denomination  of  450  which  were  struck 
from  the  coining  press  in  the  United  States  Mint  at 
San  Francisco,  Ogjif ornia>  in  commemoration  of  the  Pan¬ 
ama-  Pacific  International  Exposition,  pursuant  to  the 
Act  of  Congress  approved  January  16,  1915. 


Superintendent  of  the  United  States  Mint, 


San  Francisco,  California, 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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NUMISMATISTS 


123  WEST  5  71h  STREET  -  NEW  YORK  19,  N.  Y. 


Mr.  Allen  Burgheimer 
29  Greenhaven  Road 
Rye,  New  York 


OC 

REF.  NO. 


DATE  3/30/64 


TERMS  NET  CASH  Payable  upon  receipt  of  merchandise 


NO  PCS 

ARTICLES 

CONDITION 

AMOUNT 

total 

1 

Panama-Pacific  Set 

Paid  in  Full  -  Thank  You! 

Unc . 

9,500 

00 

9,500 

00 

r  74429 


COLLECTIONS  BOUGHT  AND  SOLD 

AUCTIONEERS  •  APPRAISERS 


*  *  * 
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United  States  Silver  Commemorative  Coins  1892-1954 


A  Listing  of  Type  Coins  Ranked  by  Net  Mintages 
by  James  J.  Dooley  (R-1809,  CA) 

Type  Coin  Year(s)  Net  Mintage  Wilcox  Topical  Reference  * 


Hawaiian  . 

.  1928  . 

9,950  . . 

Events 

Hudson  . 

10,000  . . 

& 

Local 

Spanish  Trail  . .  . . 

.  1935  . 

10,000  . . 

Events 

Fort  Vancouver  . . . 

.  1925  . 

14,966  . . 

& 

Local 

Cincinnati  . 

.  1936  . 

15,000  . . 

& 

Local 

New  Rochelle  . 

.  1938  . 

15,251  .. 

6 1 

Local 

Norfolk  . 

.  1936  . 

16,923  . . 

& 

Local 

Albany  . 

.  1936  . 

17,658  . . 

Sc 

Local 

Antietam  . 

.  1937  . 

18,000  . . 

Elgin  . 

.  1936  . 

20,000  . . 

Si 

Local 

Lynchburg  . 

.  1936  . 

20,000  . . 

. . .  1  Cities,  Counties 

Sc 

Local 

Missouri  . 

.  1921  . 

20,400  . 

Delaware  . 

.  1936  . 

20,978  . . 

1  States 

Isabella  . 

.  1893  . 

24,191  ... 

1  Expositions 

Bridgeport  . 

.  1936  . 

25,000  . . . 

1  Cities,  Counties 

& 

Local 

Columbia  . 

.  1936  . 

25,000  . . . 

. . .  3  Cities,  Counties 

& 

Local 

Connecticut  . 

.  1935  . 

25,000  . . . 

1  States 

Maryland  . 

.  1934  . 

25,000  . . . 

1  States 

Wisconsin  . 

.  1936  . 

25,000  . . . 

1  States 

York  . 

.  1936  . 

25,000  . . . 

1  Cities,  Counties 

& 

Local 

Robinson  . 

.  1936  . 

25,250  . . . 

1  States 

Gettysburg  . 

.  1936  . 

26,900  . . . 

1  Wars  &  Battles 

Pan-Pac  . 

.  1915  . 

27,134  ... 

1  Expositions 

Vermont  . 

.  ,  .  .  .  1927  . 

28,108  . . . 

1  Independence 

Roanoke  . 

.  1937  . 

29,000  . . . 

1  Cities,  Counties 

& 

Local 

Lafayette  . 

.  1900  . 

36,000  . . . 

1  Famous  Persons 

Cleveland  ........ 

.  1936  . 

50,000  . . . 

1  Expositions 

Maine  . 

.  1920  . 

50,000  . . . 

1  States 

Rhode  Island  . 

.  1936  . 

50,000  . . . 

3  Cities,  Counties 

& 

Local 

Alabama  . 

. . . . .  1921  . 

65,000  . . . 

2  States 

Bay  Bridge  . 

.  1936  . 

71,369  . . . 

1  Cities,  Counties 

& 

Local 

Grant  . 

.  1922  . 

71,600  . . . 

2  Famous  Persons 

Long  Island  . 

-  1936  . 

81,773  . . . 

1  Cities,  Counties 

& 

Local 

Arkansas  . 

-  1935-1939  .. 

85,700  . . . 

. .  15  States 

California  . . 

-  1925  . 

86,394  . . . 

1  States 

Boone  . 

-  1934-1938  . . 

86,600  . . . 

. .  16  Famous  Persons 

Iowa  . 

_  1946  . 

100,000  . . . 

1  States 

Illinois  (Lincoln) 

-  1918  . 

100,000  . . . 

1  States 

San  Diego  . 

-  1935-1936  .. 

100,000  . . . 

2  Expositions 

Sesqui  . 

-  1926  . 

140,592  . . . 

1  Independence 

Huguenot  . 

-  1924  . 

142,000  . . . 

1  Nat'l  Historical 

Events 

Texas  . 

-  1934-1938  . . 

149,478  . . . 

. .  13  Independence 

Lexington  . 

_  1925  . 

161,914  . . . 

1  Wars  &  Battles 

Pilgrim  . 

-  1920-1921  . . 

172,000  . . . 

2  Nat'l  Historical 

Events 

Oregon  . 

. . . .  1926-1939  . . 

202,928  . . . 

..  14  Nat'l  Historical 

Events 
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Monroe  .  1923  .  274,000  .  1  Hat'l  Historical  Events 


Stone  Mountain  . 

1925  . 

—  .  "  r  w  ^  w  ■ 

1,310,000  .... 

1  Wars  &  Battles 

Carver- Washington  . 

1951-1954  .. 

1,330,802  .... 

12  Famous  Persons 

Booker  T.  Washington  . . 

1946-1951  .. 

1,574,369  .... 

18  Famous  Persons 

Columbian  Expo  . 

1892-1893  . . 

2,498,300  .... 

2  Expositions 

50  Type  Coins  . 

1892-1954  . . 

9, 510, 528  .... 

144  Varieties  by  Date/Mint 

* [Hotei  The  rightmost  column,  headed  "Wilcox  Topical  Reference,"  refers  to  an 
article  by  Society  member  Rick  Wilcox  (R-1325,  TX)  which  appeared  in  the  Fall/ 
Winter  1990  issue  of  the  Trail  (Volume  6,  Humber  3).  Rick's  article,  entitled 
"The  Hon-Gold  U.S.  Coraraemoratives  of  1892-1954  by  Topic,"  categorized  commems 
into  seven  "topics,"  including  one  which  was  labeled  "U.S.  &  State  Independence." 
In  the  table  above  we  have  relabeled  that  category  as  "Independence,"  for,  as 
Rick  Wilcox  has  subsequently  pointed  out  to  us,  the  Texas  half  dollar  was  issued 
in  celebration  of  the  centennial  of  Independence  of  the  Republic  of  Texas  from 
Mexico  and  so  commemorates  an  event  which  really  has  nothing  to  do  with  State¬ 
hood.  The  number  appearing  in  that  same  column,  such  as  the  "13"  opposite  Texas, 
refers  to  the  total  number  of  date/mint  varieties  issued  for  that  type  coin. ] 

*  *  * 

*****  HAME  THAT  COhWEM!  ***** 


Shown  above  is  the  Booker  T.  Washington  Memorial  half  dollar.  Issued  from 
1946  through  1951  to  honor  this  great  American  educator,  the  authorization  bill 
was  signed  by  President  Truman  at  a  time  when  the  White  House  still  had  segre¬ 
gated  facilities  (rest  rooms  and  drinking  fountains,  among  others)  for  blacks 
and  whites  (a  practice  which  was  subsequently  eliminated  by  President  Truman). 

(Photo  courtesy  of  Bill  Fivaz) 
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The  Lafayette  Dollar  Varieties 


by  Frank  DuVall  (IM-1,  AL) 

Many  references  have  documented  the  varieties  of  the  Lafayette  dollar  with 
descriptive  methods  of  attibuting  the  different  varieties.  Indeed  there  are  a 
number  of  differences  between  the  varieties,  but  only  a  few  of  these  are  needed 
to  determine  diagnostically  which  variety  is  being  examined.  The  photographs 
accompanying  this  article  provide  a  ready  reference  for  the  simplified  narrative 
which  follows i 

To  attribute  the  obverses  quickly  use  these  diagnostic  characteristics « 

1)  Note  if  the  second  "S"  in  the  word  STATES  is  doubled  —  if  so 
this  is  "Obverse  2." 

2)  Note  if  the  dot  between  the  words  OF  and  AMERICA  is  close  to  the 

letter  "A"  (rather  than  being  centered)  --  if  so,  this  is  "Obverse  3." 

3)  Note  if  the  letter  "C"  in  the  word  AMERICA  is  recut  at  the  top 
(in  the"C")  —  if  so,  this  is  "Obverse  4." 

4)  If  none  of  these  characteristics  (1-3  above)  are  observed,  then 
this  is  "Obverse  1." 

The  reverse  attribution  is  slightly  more  complicated,  but  diagnostic  tools 
exist  as  follows: 

1)  Starting  from  the  right  end  of  the  limb  below  the  statue  base, 

move  left  along  the  stem  to  the  first  leaf  below  the  stem.  Note  the  position 
of  the  tip  of  this  first  lower  leaf  relative  to  the  date  1900.  If  the  tip  of 

of  the  first  lower  leaf  is  above  the  1  of  1900,  then  this  is  a  "Reverse  A." 

2)  If  the  tip  of  the  first  lower  leaf  is  above  the  space  between  the 
1  and  the  9  of  1900,  then  this  is  "Reverse  B." 

3)  If  the  tip  of  the  first  lower  leaf  is  above  the  9  of  1900,  the 
leaves  should  be  counted.  If  there  are  14  leaves,  then  this  is  "Reverse  C." 

4)  If  the  tip  of  the  first  lower  leaf  is  above  the  9  of  1900  and 
there  are  15  leaves,  then  this  is  "Reverse  D." 

5)  If  the  tip  of  the  first  lower  leaf  is  above  the  space  to  the  left 
of  the  1  of  1900,  then  this  is  "Reverse  E." 

Observed  marriages  of  the  obverses  and  reverses  are  as  follows:  1-A,  1-B, 
2-C,  3-D,  4-E. 

The  Swiatek/Breen  Encyclopedia  mentions  a  "Swiatek  5  Variety  1-C."  Every¬ 
one  should  check  his  or  her  Lafayettes  to  see  whether  a  1-C  Variety  can  be  lo¬ 
cated.  If  so,  please  notify  the  author  in  care  of  the  Society's  address  of  in¬ 
corporation,  as  shown  on  the  inside,  front  cover  of  the  Trail. 
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Lafayette  Dollar  1-A 


Obverse  1 


“5"  Not  Doubled 

ot  Is  Centered 


C  Not  Recut 


Reverse  A 


Point  Of  First  Lower,  Leaf  Is  Above.  The  u  V  Of  1900 


F.  TuVall 
4/91 


Above  are  shown  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  Lafayette  dollar  Variety  1-A. 
(Photos  and  notes  courtesy  of  Frank  DuVall,  4/91). 
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LAFAYETTE 


O&VERSE  1 


u  r" 


S  Not  Doubled 

ot  is  Centered 


C  Not  Recut 


Reverse  B 


iWrflg-g 


1900 


PointOfRrot  Lower  Leaf  lsB£TWEEM"i'ANDu9'’'  Of  1900 


F.  TuVall 

4/91 


Above  are  shown  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  Lafayette  dollar  Variety  1-B. 
(Photos  and  notes  courtesy  of  Frank  DuVall,  4/91). 
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A  FAY 


L. 


E  UOLIAK 


OU&LED 

Is  Centered 


Reverse  C 


Point  Of  First  Lower  Leaf  Is  Above  The" 9 " Of  1900 
1 4  Leaves  Short  Stubby  Stem  Enp  Turned  Downward 

F.  DoVall. 


4-/9 1 


Above  are  shown  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  Lafayette  dollar  Variety  2-C. 
(Photos  and  notes  courtesy  of  Frank  DuVall,  4/91). 
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Point  Of  First  Lower  Leaf  Is  Above  The  "  9  "  Of  1900 
15  Leaves  Long  Thin  Stem  End  Turned  Upward 

F.  DvjValu 
4/91 


Above  are  shown  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  Lafayette  dollar  Variety  3-D. 
(Photos  and  notes  courtesy  of  Frank  DuVal 1,  4/91). 
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4ASETTE  DOLLAR- 


Obverse  4 

TopOfW'Rec 
Star  Recut 


UVALL  4- 

'  Sw  Nor  Doubled 

Is  Cemterep 

pOf"C"Recut(€ 


Wide  Spacing 

Between"  C'And'A' 


Reverse  E 


Point  Of  PirstIowerLeaf  Is  Above  The  Space  lo  The  LeftOf'TIn  1900 
IS  Leaves  Lons  Thin  Stem  Enp  Turmep  Downward 

F.TvVall 


Above  are  shown  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  Lafayette  dollar  Variety  4-E 
(Photos  and  notes  courtesy  of  Frank  DuVall,  4/91). 
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*  *  *  *  * 


NAME  THAT  COMMEM ! 


*  ★  *  *  * 


Above  is  shown  an  XCU  taken  from  a  U.S.  commem.  Our  good  friend,  Homer, 
suspected  (correctly  in  this  case)  that  this  was  another  example  of  our  perfidy 
in  that  we  don't  always  show  these  photos  with  the  "proper"  visual  orientation. 

He  suggested  that  this  "spear  point"  ought  to  be  "aimed  downward,"  but  didn't 
explain  why.  We'll  leave  this  one  for  you  to  ponder  until  the  next  issue  of 
the  Trail. 

(Photo  courtesy  of  Bill  Fivaz) 

*****  TEXAS  MEMORABILIA  ***** 

From  1934  through  1938,  Texas  Centennial  half  dollars  were  promoted  through 
the  mail  by  means  of  form  letters,  usually  of  the  poorly  mimeographed  type.  On 
the  facing  page  is  shown  an  announcement  for  the  initial  1934  coins;  on  the  next 
page  is  a  copy  of  a  flyer  describing  the  Texas  Centennial  celebration  to  be  held 
in  1936;  and,  following,  is  a  mimeographed  notice  sent  to  collectors  in  1934  with 
a  statement  in  the  bottom  paragraph  noting  that  "no  coins  have  yet  been  issued 
bearing  the  date  1935."  At  the  time  this  last  notice  was  sent,  the  issuer  noted 
that  coins  might  be  sold  through  at  least  1936,  never  dreaming  that  these  coins 
would  continue  to  be  minted  with  dates  through  1938. 

Eager  to  start  registering  profits,  Texas  started  celebrating  its  centennial 
two  years  early  in  1934.  Such  erratic  dating  was  not  at  all  unusual,  and  was 
started  by  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition  half  dollar  issued  in  1892  (although 
the  convention  itself,  originally  slated  to  be  opened  that  year,  did  not  open 
to  the  public  until  1893),  followed  in  due  course  by  the  1819-1919  Alabama  Cen¬ 
tennial,  celebrated  on  coins  issued  two  years  later  in  1921.  Various  other  ex¬ 
amples  could  be  cited. 

(Information  above  from  the  forthcoming  book.  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  by  Q.  David  Bowers.  Form  letter  and  flyer  on 
following  pages  courtesy  of  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  Reference  Collection) 
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FToroL  A.  CrBrland  Adair,  Chairman, 

American  Legion  Texas  Centennial  Committee, 
Austin,  Tex. 


The  American  Legion  Texas  Centennial  Committee  announces 
that  the  special  issue  of  Texas  Centenniel  coins  is  now  available 
at  £1.00  each,  plus  a  packing,  postage,  and  insurance  charge  of 
15£  for  the  first  coin  and  5<£  each  for  additional  coins. 

The  Texas  half-dollar  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  of  the 
commemorative  series.  Porapeo  Coppini,  an  internationally  famed 
sculptor,  of  San  Antonio  and  New  York,  and  an  adopted  son  of  Texas, 
is  the  designer.  The  following  is  a  description  of  the  coin. 

Obverse  -  An  eagle  superimposed  on  a  large  five-pointed 
star  occupies  the  center.  Below  is  "1934",  to  the  lower  left 
"1  Pluribus  Unum"  ,  to  the  upoer  right  "In  Cod  We  Trust"  the  in¬ 
scription  surrounding  "United  States  of  America.  Half  U0llar." 

Reverse  -  The  center  is  occupied  by  a  seated  female  figure 
with  drapery  and  outstretched  wings,  Her  left  arm  is  thrown  pro¬ 
tecting].’/  over  a  miniature  representation  of  the  Alamo.  Above  her 
Lead,  on  a  scroll,  "Liberty"  and  the  six  flags  that  have  flown 
under  Texas  shies.  At  the  left  and  right,  medallion  portraits  of 
Bara  Houston  arid  Stepnen  F.  Austin.  Inscription  surrounding,  "The 
Texas  Independence  Centennial.  Remember  tha  Alamo." 

The  Connally-Patrnan  measure,  which  authorized  the  minting 
of  this  money,  provides  that  1,500,000  of  the  silver  50-cent  coins 
be  issued  to  the  American  Legion  Texas  Centennial  Committee. 

305,000  of  the  coins  have  be°n  issued,  bearing  the  date 
1934.  Just  as  soon  as  this  first  order  is  exhausted,  another  order 
will  be  placed  and  will  bear  the  date  1935.  There  will  likely  be 
no  change  in  design  other  than  the  date  change,  since  the  Treasury 
Department  advises  that  a  new  bill  would  hax^e  to  be  enacted  to 
secure  a  new  design.  Orders  will  be  placed  as  needed  until  the 
entire  1,500,000  issue  has  been  received. 

The  fund  to  be  derived  fforn  the  sale  of  the  coins  at  a 
premium  is  to  be  devoted  to  the  construction  of  a  Texas  Memorial 
Museum  on  the  campus  of  the  University  of  Texes,  which  museum  Is 
to  be  the  property  of  the  State  of  Texas,  and  will  contribute 
materially  to  the  conservation  of  the  historic  treasures  cf 'Texas 
and  to  the  development  of  the  educational  syifitem  of  the  state. 
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More  than  ten  years  Texas  has  been  preparing,  ambitiously,  to  welcome  the 
world  to  enter  its  doors  and  to  ascertain  through  critical  inspection,  its  visible 
achievements  in  industry,  agriculture  and  commerce,  in  science  ana  amt,  in  civil 
polity  and  religion  during  the  one  hundred  years  that  have  elapsed  since  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  its  independence  in  1836. 

The  culmination  of  these  patriotic  efforts  will  be  reached  with  the  presenta¬ 
tion,  in  1936,  of  a  magnificent  central  exposition  in  Dallas  and  in  colorful  pagean¬ 
try,  attendant  upon  kindred  celebrations  to  be  held  in  sequence  at  many  places  of 
historic  import  throughout  the  State.  These  are  planned  in  grateful  observance  of 
the  Centennial  of  the  date,  when  throwing  off  the  yoke  of  Mexico,  Texas  for  a  time 
became  a  sovereign  .Nation  before  voluntarily  assuming  the  solemn  obligations  and 
high  privileges  accorded  as  a  political  entity  of  the  United  States. 

An  element  of  novelty  has  been  injected  into  the  Centennial  project  by  legisla¬ 
tive  instruction  that  its  observance  be  not  confined  merely  to  the  city,  in  which 
is  located  the  central  exposition,  but  extended  to  include  practically  the  entire 
State  of  Texas  by  provision  for  ambitious  secondary  celebrations  to  be  staged  at 
many  points  possessing  historic  shrines,  or  associated  with  the  early  history  of 
the  State. 


In  accord  with  the  present  intent,  this  auspicious  program  will  be  inaugurated 
with  the  historical  celebration  at  San  Antonio,  in  February  or  March,  in  commemora¬ 
tion  of  the  fall  of  the  Alamo  and  the  signing  of  Texas’  Declaration  of  Independence, 
followed  in  April  by  the  historical  celebration  at  Houston,  commemorative  of  the 
Battle  of  Son  Jacinto,  where  Texas’  independence  was  achieved.  Then,  June  1,  1936, 
the  gates  of  the  central  exposition  at  Dallas  will  swing  open  to  remain  ajar  until 
November  30,  1936,  while  in  sequence  historical  celebrations  will  be  staged  at 
Goliad,  Branham,  Nacogdoches,  Huntsville*  Gonzales*  Galveston  and  other  cities, 
whose  names  are  shining  lights  in  the  annals  of  the  Lone  Star  State. 

Throughout  the  State  progress  is  being  made  in  restoration  of  historic  shrines, 
beautification  of  parks,  improvement  of  highways  and  creation  of  recreational  facil¬ 
ities  in  anticipation  of  the  influx  of  visitors  expected  during  the  Centennial  year. 


Aside  from  a  mammoth  exposition  to  display  Texas’  marvelous  natural  resources 
and  to  depict  its  advancement  in  modern  scientific  and  inventive  achievement,  in 
Texas  the  visitor  will  be  impressed  by  the  diversity  of  its  climate  and  scenery  of 
land  and  water,  its  historic  shrines  and  romantic  past,  the  pleasure  of  its  parks, 
the  charm  of  its  rivers,  the  grandeur  of  its  mountains,  the  benefit  of  its  healing 
waters  and  the  neighborliness  of  its  people. 


In  Texas,  they  will  realize  its  enormous  production  of  raw  material,  both 
agricultural  and  mineral,  its  abundant  fuel  resources,  its  large  home  market  and 
strategic  position  for  serving  both  out-of-state  domestic  and  foreign  markets,  its 
opportunities  for  expansion  of  its  industry  and  commerce. 


not  o 


In  Texas,  merchants  and  manufacturers  of  other  States  and  Nations  will  di 
ly  an  opportunity  in  the  Centennial  to  contact  personally  and  demonstrat 
their  wares  to  over  6,000,000  Texans,  but  also  to  multiplied 
^'3  millions  of  transients,  who  will  find  time  to  combine  busi¬ 
ly  ness  with  the  pleasures  of  a  Centennial  year. 

That  is  why  the  Texas  Centennial  Celebrations  and 
Central  exposition  will  offer  to  the  entire  world  its  greatest 
market  -  its  most  splendid  opportunity  in  1936. 
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SOCIETY  HEWS 


*  *  *  A 


*  *  *  *  * 


A  Drum  Roll,  Please  1 

We  wish  to  acknowledge  just  a  few  of  our  members  whose  contributions  to  our 
Society  make  all  the  hard  work,  late  hours,  and  valuable  time  spent  away  from 
family  and  friends  seem  worthwhile.  Our  list  could  go  on  for  literally  pages, 
but  for  this  issue  we  want  to  cite  the  following i 

KIKE  FULJENZ  (R-0002,  LA)  —  whose  column,  "Market  Forum,"  in  the  April 
1991  edition  of  The  Numismatist  mentioned  our  Society  meeting  at  the  Long  Beach 
Expo;  we  are  deeply  appreciative  of  the  efforts  of  all  numismatic  writers  who 
help  to  publicize  our  club; 

DAVID  L.  GANZ  (R-1688,  NY)  —  whose  dedication  to  our  hobby  is  once  again 
exemplified  by  his  willingness  to  serve  the  American  Numismatic  Association, 
this  time  as  its  vice  president;  David  will  be  installed  in  his  new  position  at 
the  ANA  Centennial  Convention  in  August; 

ALBERT  K.  HALL  (R-1879,  CA)  and  his  lovely  wife,  Virginia,  publisher  and 
editor,  respectively,  of  Calcoin  News,  the  official  publication  of  the  California 
State  Numismatic  Association  —  whose  feature  "Who's  Who  in  Cal-State  Numis¬ 
matics"  profiled  Helen  and  Don  Carmody  (R-0007,  R-0008,  CA)  in  the  Summer  1991 
issue  and  called  attention  to  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins; 

LEON  E.  HENDRICKSON  (R-0828,  IN)  —  whose  illustrious  forty-year  career  in 
numismatics  was  acknowledged  on  June  8,  1991,  at  the  Indiana  State  Numismatic 
Association  convention;  a  true  credit  to  his  profession  and  our  hobby,  Leon  was 
named  a  Numismatic  Ambassador  by  Krause  Publications; 

RALPH  C.  LANGHAM  (R-0049,  CT),  KAY  EDGERTON  LENKER  (R-0870,  CA),  and 
ANTHONY  SWIATEK  (R-0004,  NY)  —  whose  efforts  to  improve  numismatics  and  raise 
its  standards  are  clearly  evident  in  their  platforms  for  positions  on  the  ANA 
Board  of  Governors; 

ROBERT  R.  VAN  RYZIN  (R-1973,  WI)  —  whose  "Striking  Impressions"  columns 
on  commemorative  coinage  not  only  educate  the  reader  but  also  inspire  greater 
interest  in  the  series; 

and  last  —  but  by  no  means  least. . . 

RAY  MERCER  (R-0020,  CT)  —  whose  term  of  devoted  duty  and  incomparable 
guidance  in  serving  as  our  1989-1990  and  1990-1991  president  is  officially  com¬ 
ing  to  an  end.  Ray's  contributions  to  our  club  are  legend t  first  as  newsletter 
editor  and  then  as  president.  His  sharing  of  his  vast  numismatic  knowledge  has 
brought  the  Society  to  where  it  is  today.  His  caring  about  our  club  has  kept 
us  on  the  right  "trail."  His  counsel  to  our  officers  and  to  all  our  members 
has  been  a  shining  light  in  the  shadows  of  hype  and  commercialism.  Ray,  you 
have  been  our  associate,  our  mentor,  and,  best  of  all,  our  friend.  Your  many 
services  benefiting  others  can  never  be  adequately  enumerated  nor  reciprocated. 

In  "passing  the  gavel"  and  thus  concluding  your  tenure  as  president,  may  this 
be  only  the  ending  of  one  era  of  growth  for  our  Society  and  its  members  and  the 
beginning  of  another  filled  with  the  spirit  and  enthusiasm  and  decisiveness  you 
have  instilled  in  others  who  will  come  after  you.  Saying  thank  you  is  not  near¬ 
ly  enough. . . 
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THE  CHICAGO  ROUNDUP  —  1991 


As  we  near  the  end  of  this  Trail ,  it  is  important  to  remind  our  members  of 
some  of  the  events  planned  in  association  with  the  ANA  Centennial  Convention  in 
Rosemont.  The  ANA  has  scheduled  so  many  interesting  events  that  no  one  human 
being  could  possibly  attend  them  all.  The  ANA's  publication.  The  Numismatist, 
has  done  an  excellent  job  of  presenting  the  schedule  (including  our  Society's" 
meeting),  which  has  also  been  reported  in  the  numismatic  press.  We  thought  you 
might  appreciate  a  brief  summary  of  pre-ANA  and  ANA  events  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  comraem  enthusiast. 

Our  Society  meeting  is  set  for  9  a.m.,  Saturday,  August  17th,  as  discussed 
in  this  issue.  This  is  our  "big  event,"  of  course,  and  it  may  prove  to  be  our 
best  attended  meeting  ever.  Hopefully,  our  "big  guns"  will  be  out  in  force,  and 
our  attending  members  will  have  a  chance  to  meet  them  and  many  other  members  of 
our  Society  as  well. 

We  have  already  covered  in  this  issue  the  forthcoming  Superior  Galleries 
auction  of  the  Larry  Shepherd  Collection  of  U.S.  Silver  Commemorative  Coins, 
but  have  not  yet  mentioned  the  other  auctions  and  the  pre-ANA  show. 

Society  member  David  Schmidt  (R-0742,  WA),  who  ran  the  highly  successful 
pre-ANA  show  in  Seattle  last  August,  has  scheduled  another  pre-ANA  show  August 
9-11  at  the  Ramada-0 ' Hare  in  Rosemont.  We  contacted  David  recently  and  learned 
that  the  show  is  nearly  "bourse  sold  out."  For  mere  information  about  this  show, 
contact  David  at  (206)  565-6565.  Heritage  Auctions  is  conducting  a  "bullet" 
auction  in  conjunction  with  this  show.  It  will  be  held  Sunday  evening,  August 
11th,  following  Superior's  auction.  Society  member  Jim  Halperin  (R-1125,  TX), 
a  principal  of  Heritage,  was  out  of  town  when  we  called,  however,  we  were  able 
to  talk  with  Bob  Merrill,  Heritage's  auction  director,  who  told  us  that  quite  a 
few  PCGS  MS-66  coramems  will  be  offered,  including  the  Antietam,  Bay  Bridge, 
Connecticut,  and  Oregon  Trail,  etc.,  and  also  a  batch  of  MS-65s.  For  informa¬ 
tion  about  this  Heritage  auction,  call  Bob  Merrill  at  (800)  872-6467. 

The  American  Numismatic  Association  1891-1991  Centennial  Auction  is  to  be 
conducted  by  Auctions  by  Bowers  &  Merena,  Inc.,  August  14-16,  1991,  at  the  Hyatt 
Regency-0 ' Hare ,  Ballroom  "C,"  9300  West  Bryn  Mawr  Avenue,  Rosemont,  IL  60018. 

None  of  our  readers  needs  an  introduction  to  Q.  David  Bowers  (R-0548,  NH),  but 
every  reader  may  be  interested  to  learn  that  this  sale  will  include  more  than 
400  coramems,  some  raw  and  some  certified.  We  can  list  but  a  few:  In  PCGS  or 
NGG  grades  of  MS-67,  there  are  the  Antietam,  36-D  Boone,  Connecticut,  Elgin, 
Gettysburg,  Lincoln,  Lynchburg,  Norfolk,  a  variety  of  Oregon  Trails  (including 
both  a  6-S  and  a  37-D  in  MS-68),  a  Pan-Pac,  Spanish  Trail,  and  Texas  commems! 
Additionally,  the  sale  will  feature  commemorative  memorabilia  such  as  an  1892 
Columbian  Expo  half  dollar  and  souvenir  leather  pouch;  the  "Columbus  Day"  and 
"Manhattan  Day"  Columbian  Expo  half  dollars  with  attached  ribbons  and  hangars; 
five  Hudsons  (one  66  and  four  65s)  with  original  mailing  holder,  letter  of  ac¬ 
knowledgement,  and  other  items.  If  you  are  looking  for  a  Grant  (with  star)  in 
MS-65,  a  Monroe  in  MS-66,  or  a  Sesqui  in  MS-65,  this  may  be  the  auction  for  you! 
For  information,  contact  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc.  at  (800)  458-4646. 

Finally,  one  opportunity  you  shouldn't  miss  is  to  see  the  16-case  exhibit 
from  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  Reference  Collection.  This  ANA  exhibit 
(non-competitive)  will  feature  documents,  historical  artifacts,  and  coins. 

Many  of  the  items  to  be  displayed  are  unique.  Sixteen  cases!  (continued) 
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(continued) 


Well,  if  you  don't  have  an  absolute  ball  in  Rosemont  in  August  of  1991,  you 
might  just  as  well  take  up  stamp-collecting!  You  won't  live  long  enough  to  see 
a  better  variety  of  coins  and  memorabilia  assembled  in  one  place;  nor  will  you 
ever  again  have  the  opportunity  to  meet  so  many  of  the  "luminaries"  of  our  hobby. 


At  the  End  of  the  Trail 


This  issue  of  the  Trail  has  been  compiled  under  less  than  optimum  conditions, 
but,  aren't  they  all?  Our  primary  aim  has  been  to  put  this  issue  into  your  hands 
prior  the  ANA  Centennial  Convention  and,  hopefully,  in  time  for  you  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  Superior's  generous  offer  to  send  you  a  free  catalog. 

OK,  here  comes  the  hard  part!  How  did  we  "lose"  Texas?  Well,  we  didn't, 
for  Texas  is  simply  too  big  to  lose.  So,  too,  was  the  Texas  article  we  had  pre¬ 
pared  for  this  issue,  as  we  have  been  promising  you.  Since  the  last  issue  of 
the  Trail,  we  have  received  from  Q.  David  Bowers  his  "entire  file"  on  Texas  from 
the  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  Reference  Collection,  including  eight  pages  — 
on  the  Texas  commem  —  from  his  new  book.  Additionally,  Mr.  Wallace  Saage,  who 
is  Curator  of  the  Alamo,  has  provided  another  stack  of  material  including  fresh 
information  about  Pompeo  Coppini  (the  designer  of  the  Texas  half  dollar),  new 
photographs  of  the  Alamo  and  the  Cenotaph,  portions  of  the  1836  Constitution  of 
the  Republic  of  Texas  and  of  the  1846  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Texas.  Not 
counting  the  thirty- some  reference  texts  at  hand,  we  have  nearly  150  pages  of 
Texas  material  which  will  be  of  interest  to  our  members.  Bill  Fivaz  has  taken 
new  photographs  of  the  Texas  half  dollar,  which  our  Society  will  make  available 
for  display  in  the  Alamo  Museum  (and  might  also  possibly  put  on  posters). 

In  the  next  Trail?  Well,  you'll  just  have  to  wait  and  see  —  but,  we  plan 
to  resume  the  Iowa  series,  by  Michael  S.  Turrini,  and  to  begin  the  Texas  series. 
We'll  have  a  report  on  the  ANA  convention,  of  course,  and  another  installment 
from  Ray  Mercer's,  A  Buyer's  Guide  ...,  this  one  on  the  Boone. 

Congratulations  to  the  American  Numismatic  Association  on  the  occasion  of 
the  100th  Anniversary  Convention.  May  it  be  the  best  ever! 

We'd  like  to  say  thanks  to  . . .  but  this  Trail  has  run  out  of  time  and 
space ! 

**************************************** 


SOCIETY  ANNOUNCEMENT 


Please  send  all  dues,  donations,  and  general  correspondence  directly  to  Helen  L. 
Carmody.  Letters  to  the  editor,  articles,  photos,  etc.,  intended  for  publica¬ 
tion  in  the  Trail,  should  be  sent  to  Randall  Jack  Moore. 


Helen  L.  Carmody 
P.0.  Box  302 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648 


Randall  Jack  Moore 
8368  Via  Sonoma,  Unit  E 
La  Jolla,  CA  92037 


**************************************** 
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